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To SLO Australia 
Press cutting from Daily Express re REES 


Zui. 


At 


Cutting from Daily Express, re REES. 


25.6 


Copy of corres+.= pondence from Home Office r 
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216. 


From Home Office enclosing papers 


Temporary suspension of telecheck on REES 
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Reference 


MINUTE SHEET 


2U7 6 


21464566) Note of D.D.G. conversation with Sir Frank Newsam - 
Home Office - re REES. 


be ail 
LX WW 


pe 


6 


}. fewer Please see my note at serial 27a. 
Ls ae ae 


D. D.G GR. Mitchell. 


1.6.56. 


Press cutting from The Times, 


Press cutting from Maz 


50 10566 Int. letter from REES' literary agent, 
2536 


Be 1650. Press cutting 


p aay Pl Press cutting 


(1921) W22971 /4445 
9,52 1,100,000 


(REGIMINT) 
CODE 5-34-0 
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255. 


19.7256. Press cutting from Western Mail 


256, 


25.7056. 


Press cuttings from Daily Express and Times 
Copy of letter from REES to Skardon, 


8. 


13.8.56, Suspension of 1,C, 


259. 


11,..8.56, To G.P.O, re suspension of letter check, 


260. 


15.8.56, Telephone check material 
17.8.56. Ext, from note by D,1. ment. REES 


261, 


30.8.56. Note from A.4 re conversation with Mrs. REES. 


949 
2 & Sa 


Copy of letter from Passport Office 


ol. source report. 


263. 


18.10.56, Press cutting from Daily Herald 
26h. 


21, 10.56, mxt, from letter fron F,O, ment, 
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TROTOV ERED hed nics carn agi eee eee 


6.11.56, | From Mr. WILLINK, Master of Magdalene 


Loose minute to A, from A.1. 


Memorandum and comments on 265a 


Note for file 


Please see at serial 268a a note of our meeting 
and our proposed reply to Mr. WILLINK. It was agreed 
that this should be submitted to D,D.G, through L,A, 


Zero AE 


DH, Whyte. 


Deis. 


Please see 268a, referring to the letter at 
265a, addressed to Colonel Kearn by the Rt. Hon. Henry 
WILLINK. 


You will see from this letter that Goronwy 
REES has represented to the President of the College 
Council, Aberystwyth, and to the Committee of Enquiry 
into the situation arising at Aberystwyth from the 
publication of REES's articles in "The People":- 


1. That the articles were written and 

published "with the full knowledge 

es. ee and approval of those persons and 
eeata® 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


Minute 270 contd. 


organisations whose duty it is to 
protect and preserve the security 
of this country". 


That he wrote the articles in order 
to prevent BURGESS from "doing 
further damage", 


That there were good reasons, known 
to the security authorities, for 
his not having sought to achieve 
this aim through these authorities. 


None of these assertions is, of course, true 


The Committee of Enquiry, of which WILLINK 
s Chairman, is due to meet again on 14 November. 
With this in view, WILLINK has asked urgently for such 
comments as we can let him have on REES's statements, 
with regard in particular to his references to contact 
with the security authorities. 


Yow approval is now required for the 
suggestion made at 268a, that Mr. Whyte (D.1) should 
seek an interview with WILLINK in Cambridge this week- 
end, and give him the facts as summarised in paragraph 
3 of the note. It will be understood that such infor- 
mation as is given by Whyte to WILLINK will be for the | 
personal information of the latter only, and not of | 
course for reproduction in his Committee's report. | 


epg 


It was agreed that A would telephone WILLINK 
to acknowledge receipt of his letter, and to find out 
whether he will be available in Cambridge over the 
weekend, 


a 


Tha. 
J. C. een ial 


I agree with D's Minute, excepting that I think 
sub-paragraph 2 of para.3 of the Note at 268a should be 
slightly amended, as in ink. 


I have spoken. to Admiral Thomson this aorning and 
he tells me there is no objection to the Rt. Hon. Henry 
WILLINK being given all the available information he 
requires about Admiral Thomson's Committee. The point 
I think to make is that this Committee does not vouch 
for the accuracy or otherwise of any texts submitted to 
them, but they merely delete certain passages from the 
texts submitted which the representatives of the press 
have themselves agreed can be deleted, so that there is 
no element of censorship. 


2. 0 thm 


56. BA. mill,” 


Note for file. . 
Loose minute from Col. Cumming 
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Reference...........~..2 


Note for file, 


27h. 


Note on meeting with Mr. WILLINK 


275. 


C 
ty 


a 
D. through D. ty “CTY and | A, 


Please see at serial 274 a note of my conversation 
with WILLINK. T do not anticipate that any embarrassment to 
us will arise from what I told WILLINK, and I am sure he will 
conform with the conditions on which we gave him information, 


He seemed very appreciative of our readiness to assist him as 
far as we could, 


oe SHE 
om 


* 
ithyte. 


ie 
(VRS 
A. 1.0,/cofonel Kearn 
You will, no doubt, wish to see WILLINK'Ss letter 
to you at serial 265a and our subsequent dealings with him, 


T do not think we have prejudiced in any way your relation- 
Ship with WILLINK. 


ot. re: 
De Te . He Whytes 
13.11.56. 272 


y A ssl bei har trpoted web al 
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oN 


=) 


agree that this is 


has been skiliully handied 


IPR. fire tAt So 


G.R. Mitchell. 


279: 
16.11 256 Note re) report of conversation with REES 


a 


£+3479a is a short note of our conversation 


with (on 16th November. 


25 With regard to paragraph 6, REES made no such 
conditions. He may have exaggerated in his own mind 
a statement which he did make, which was to the effect 
that he was anxious that his manuscript shotld have as 
limited a circulation within Government circles as 

possible and that its contents should not be revealed 
to outside persons such as BLUNT. 


Ly With regard to paragraph 7, I assume that the 
Mr.X. is probably BLUNT. The statement that ‘we were 
fascinated by REES's revelation is untrue, as there 
was no such revelation. 


Be You will remember that D.D.G. was somewhat 
sharp with’) — "when, after the publication of the 
first article in The People, [9 ™) told D.D.G. that 

he had seen the man some months before. 

D.D.G. suggested to that it would have been 
helpful if he had informed the Security Service at 

the time. In this connection, in casual conversation 
with Maurice Oldfield last Friday night (16th aor eee 
he said that he too had been extremely sharp with 

who had only comparatively recently revealed to him an 
item of information regarding BURGESS. 


| ateneecennaseeninal He The “inetdent~» * tik 
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PF. 60h, 583 
"SL 


Reference. 


Minute 280 (Cont'd) 


5 The incident occurred just before the famous 
Oxford Course at which BURGESS spoke where Oldfield 
was originally billed to talk out the HISS case but 
in the end did not do so. aan BURGESS and REES 
were discussing the HISS ec in the Windsor Castle 
public house, and REES and |i were inclined to 
believe that there was nothing in it, to which BURGESS 
replied in effect: "Nonsense. You have never been in 
the Party like I have, and these are just the manoeuvres 
which one would expect the Party _t e." Oldfield 
remarked that it was a pity tne a 3 not reported 
this at the time rather than so many years later and so 
Dy 


long after BURGESS had decamped. 


19.44.56 Courtenay Young 


otee.t 


D.mG. 
pees 


Please see 279a and Minute 280. 


I agree with Mr. Young's record of our conver- 
sation with HE Fon 16 November (of which I gave you 

a short oral account that evening) and with his comments 
in Minute 280. 


Mr. Yo and I commented very little at the 
time on what MME had to say, but we did point out 
that REES's statement to him, as reported in the second 
part of paragraph 6 of 279a, was untrue (see in this 
connexion paragraph 2 of Minute 280). 


Paragraph 5 of Minute 280 is disturbing, and 
leaves me personally with some misgivings, as to whether 
has even now told us Se everything of 
possible security importance which he knows about REES 
and BURGESS, from his friendship with the former and 
acquaintanceship with the latter. 


D. J. C. Robertson. 
eh 


Note for file 
Telephone intercept 
31) WweT¥2712/S02 
8/55 336, 


JC&SLtd 
Gp671 /34 
(REGIMINT) 
CODE 18-75 
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ket. 57 ext. from int. letter ment, 


Press cutting from Fvening Ss 


Note for file 
Cutting from Daily Telegraph re libel action 


287. 


Cutting from The Times 


288. 


cancelling telephone check 
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Loose 


e for fig. 


y of intercept letter. 


REES meeting 


~~ . / 
minute re SkKé radon Riss 
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do not 


Warrant 


> 


6352 


: 7 } 4 - : % cay 4 , rm OQ CC 4 
telephone check organ G« a @) 9, South 


Terrace, London 


forgan Goronwy KEES was close friend 
BURGESS and other his circle. 
jesired tomovhis reactions to the disappear 
fH. a R. FHL 


yu ayry 
VlOUAL J3 
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m™ £0 2 
Reference..... 42'.604.584.... 


a 
 x\> 
A.2.A/Commiander dubrey 


& 
ee 


Will you please cance] the Home Office 
T.8/2360 on Morgan Goronwy REES of 29 South 
Terrace London, S.4%.7., telephone number 


Knightsbridge 6352. 


SOKO! OV—GRA 


Extract from T/C 
Is an- SCKC 


tract from T/C 


a hp 
rom T; 
ract from interview 
r¢ interview with BLUNDEN 


xt. from ees of interview with BLUNT 


ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINE 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
J(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 Magen 2022 


7) 


RS Re OS aa jee as ae see ese aa ‘pitt eh ris 


CODE 18.78 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


By. 


Please see Note at 315a. I do not think there is yet 


any cause for alarm but, if you agree, will have one of the 
N.D.0.'s telephone numbers conveyed to Mrs. REES in order that 


she can get in touch with us if her husband fails to arrive. 


Martin, 


We 
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Reference 


Copy of FOOTMAN 


Copy of FOOTMAI 418a. 


Copy of loose minute to 


Extract from T/C on FOOTMAN 


Extract from T/C on 


Note for file 


Extract from T/C on FOOTMAN 


Ext. from transcript of interview with BLUNT 
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528 


Extract from T/C on FOOTMAN 


Ext. from D.1/ASM note re interview with Wie ae men 


REES, 
529 


15.10.64 Extract from T/C on FOOTMAN 


and D.1./Invesfigation 
y a 
I wish to apply for a Home Office Warrant telephone 
check on Morgan Goronwy REES at 29 South oabe. London, 
SeWe7e, telephone number ditghtencides 63 


Goronwy REES was of course a close friend of 

IRGESS and PHILBY and belonged to the circle that included 
BLUNT and David FOOTMAN. There is some reason to suppose 
that although RESS has made certain admissions in the past 
he may have further information about the activities of the 
circle and it is proposed to interview him in the fairly 
near future. It is hoped that he may now be willing to 
talk more freely or even perhaps to make a full confession 
as in the case of BLUNT. The telephone check is required in 
order that we may be informed about his current activites and 
circle as a preliminary to the interview. 
3. T have consulted Mr Hawkins, G.F.O., and Commander 
Aubrey, A-3eAe, who see no apparent difficulty in operating 


this check. 
short reason:= 


"This man was a close Priend of the Russian spies 
Guy BURGESS; H. A. | and other members 
of their circle. 

of his current vives and ectiviti ens 


fm he i SS cmb jel e- How plo is 


is aK ) 
RAN: 
Se he 
—- «Ss WS Bact : > 


20. 10.64. 


21.10.64. To G.P.O. requesting T.C. on REES 


332 


21.10.646 


ne 
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Morgan Goronwy REES 
ENightsbridse 635 


‘his man war a close friend of the Russi 
spies Guy BURGESS and H.A.R. SHTLBY ana 
other members of their circle, I+ ig 
esired to investigate his eurrent views 
and activities. He was previously the 
subject of H.0.¥. No, 15/2350, 


<ist October, 196), 
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PF 604,583/Ds1/SieB 2ist October, 1961, 


Dear Mx Hawkins, 


I am applying for a telephone check on 
ENightebridge 6352. The subseriber to this number 
is Morgan Goronwy REZS of 29 South Terraces, Sells 7. 


Ze REES was o member of the circle of friends which 
included Guy BURGESS and HeAsRe PHILBY and it is 
believed that he may himself have been involved in their 
activities. 


Yours sincerely, 


( / 
f 
/ 


Ee Mobarnet 


HeAe Tawki ns, ESqe 3 
Ge Pe Oe 


EMeB/JG 
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SECKET 


(306) Wt.11364/7492. 200M. 1/63. K.C.N. Gp.616/1. 
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S Form 338A rev. 2.64 10m 7.64 


SECRET 


NAME: FLANAGAN Line No.: 4857 


Tel. No.: FRO 2712 Date: 18.10.64 
: TUBSDAY 


¥ 


Responsible Section: Dele 


e 
12 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to FRE 6807, inviting the 
DISTANT woman to supper at the Poles! place next door. 
He thanked her for 'that little thing’ and mentioned 
that he was down at B83 Oxford for the week-end. 
They agreed to make it next Monday at 7.30. 

09.53 


Incoming call to FLANAGAN from MAURICE OLDFIELD!s 
secretary. She referréd to FLANAGAN's call yesterday. 
MAURICE had been called to a meeting and had asked her 

to ring him. Would FLANAGAN be available this afternoon, 
she asked? 

FLANAGAN expected to be in until about 1.650. 

If he heard nothing from MAURICE he would ring him this | 
afternoon as MAURICE would not be able to get hold of him, 
FLANAGAN said that it was not as urgent as all that -- 
tbut it would be nice to fix up - somebody he wants to 
meet, you see, that Itm - I'm going to fix up a meeting 
for him’. 
11.26 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to WAT 5600, Mr. MAURICE OLDIIELD, 

who asked whether he had had a good trip. 

FLANAGAN said he hed. He went on to mention- 

F, Anyway, the point immediately on my mind is that 
we were going to have a quiet little meal with 
GORONWY and hts wife, weren't we? 


Yes, surely - now, when can we do that? 

Now, I hear from him that propably - not this 
week, but next week should be ok, and, what 
about TUESDAY or WEDNESDAY? 

Well, lets go now for TUESDAY night. 

TUESDAY would suit you? 

Yes, fine. 

Well, could we meet here at 7.15 oF sd. 


7.15 at your flat - at Collingham Gardens? 


At Collingham Gardens - and we'll have a quiet 
little meal just the four of us herein, if thatiscé&. 


Very, very good - Ifd Love too. 


Excellent. I have lots of news - very much 
looking forward to seeing you. 


Thank you very much - I look forward to seeing 
you - 7.15 on the 20th. ii i 
eT 


CeECPReT an 8 ae 
Ne tis Se Cl XH Hl /over iis 


ae 
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Outgoing call to KNI 6352 (REES). Engaged. 


16. 


Incoming call from DAVID REES, to FLANAGAN, thanking him 
for his card. 
FLANAGAN had not yet received his note sent yesterday. 
DAVID was having to go to Munich to a conference. 
He spoke of having moved to a new flat, and suggested 
postponing their meeting until his return. He invited 
him to come in to lunch one day - he had one or two 
books he wished to show him. 

LANAGAN spoke of being rather tied up at the moment. 
He suggested DAVID rang him when he came back. 
NeleSe FLANAGAN mentioned MARGY being out of hostital. 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to KNI 6352. Engaged. 
16.22 
16.25 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to KNI 6352, to GORONWY. 

He referred to their conversation of yesterday and 
mentioned his talk with MAURICE and the arrangement 
to come here for dinner on TUESDAY the 20th at 7.15. 
GORONWY was in agreement and would look forward to it. 
He mentioned MARGY being very much better - and things 
were generally much better, 

16.53 


Incoming call from BLANCHE to FLANAGAN -— withing to 
arrange to dine with him before her return. his wes 
seo ata Saturday next -— BLANCHE would come here at 7.15. 


> 


Calls by Mrs MAITDAND. 
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P.A. in P.F§0%,583" REIS 
Original in P.F. 68,168 vol.5. serial 237b dated 25.9.6. 


Reference 


Extract from Note of interview with 1 
to be of interest to the Russian Intel] Lliconce service 


on 15 Se tember, otember, 196) 


I 0 per Ran RE ITI 


Sere er* oe eeSCeoseteeovevuseoeseses 


rR nee eneneenneen 


Goronwy REES 


15. Having delivered himself of his opinion of 
BLUNT I pressed for his opinion of other friends lof 
BURGESS but he|professed not to be able to remember any. 
7 Jeneges ten REES. This led him to wonder aloud why 

HS had written the newspaper articles on the BURGESS/ 
MACLEAN affair, He thought that REES must have been 
motivated by spite and added that, in his opinion, RES’ 
character made him the most likely among BURGESS’ frien 
to have been a spy. 


a 


oe - L 
a ® 9 e 62, 


ee 


JP/RE 31.10.68 
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S. Form 81B 8m 10.63 


Extract from T/C on FRO 2712, David FOOTMAN — Suspected former R.I.S. Agent 


the name of the file owner 


include 
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\ lh 


Extract for PF 604,583 — REES 


Original at serial 410b in PF 604,582 - BLUNT 


Extract from Transcription of Interview between D.1/A.S. Martin 
and Sir Antho BLUNT on Monda ist A st. 1 - 


(BLUNT is looking at index of names — BURGESS' correspondence) Geraint - 
has Goronwy got a brother called Geraint? 


I don't know. 
I see someone not myself has written this and I think - 
That he's got a brother — 


That he's got an elder brother called Geraint whom I know nothing about, 
who I've never met and I think is rather remote from Goronwy but I think 
that might be. 


eeeeaoee ee eeeeoeed 


Were they (Con O'NEILL) - I mean how did this arise, do you know? Did 
they associate - 


Oh, goes back a long way. Con O'NEILL was at Oxford, wasn't he? I'm 
pretty certain so it's not a Cambridge - I thought he was a Fellow of All 
Souls. I should heave thought that that was certainly a pre-war 
connection, conceivably through Goronwy or through All Souls — Guy had a 
number of friends in All Souls, John FOSTER and people like that, and I 
should have thought that that went back = Con — Guy was certainly a friend 
of Con O'NEILL when he resigned and did he resign over Munich? I think 
he did. He made one spectacular resignation - well not spectacular but 
important, he resigned as a matter of principle and I should have guessed 
because of Munich which would after all put it back to '38 and then came 
back during the war. 


@eeeeeneeeeoeoee 


Well BELL would have known that I was pretty well Guy's closest friend 
and I suppose — I mean I wouldn't like to say that if Goronwy had come 
into the club he mightn't have passed it on to him. No, that is my one 
clear recollection but - 
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SF cCpr B.943. M,795766/7699. 3/60. 200M. H. E. & S. Gp.862/1. 


EXTRACT 


S. Form 81/rey. 12.53 


i Wh 
Original in File No.:*..PPe.604,589 Supp. 


i Original from: 


Extracted on: 


Outgoing \GAN 2, to a woman, who told 
aim that ty departure 2 week's time 

nev hh 1 } nae ton a . 

~ Kee Let . bing their own hole in CR Square} 
PLANAGAN wa wish gal goodbye. 

Tit. Ti Ay 

ae DISTANT asked anxion usly "What news of your dear 

Lend - MOTHER told me you were so worried’ about 

GOR iONWY REES? 

FLARAGER re nlied that -fit turned out to be a complete 

mie re S-nest which is very, very good, Nobody knows where 
he'd got to - but, he did re-emerge and I think it was just 
a whole series o! muddles, you nowt, | 
fTT 

The DISTANT sa hat She would have been 
had it been CHR P} 
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SECRET 


EXTRACT 


5S. Form 81B 8m 10.63 


Extract for File No. :........ 


ected former 


oned a > was a 'quiet eveni 


NNZ who asl ve ther 


concern 
3 hat —- better 
dle’ Eo rd bye. 
, J alan to FLANAGAN 
mentioned also to FLANAGAN 


a Ss sen ay va 


> t 
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FF) . ‘ 
| al? Reference....PE\s...604,583.¢.... ' AN. 
A - ™ 


NOTE FOR FILE, 


Street gave me this morning the following 
information he had received from Lloyd. Mrs. REES 
informed Lloyd she had a postcard from REES on 
Saturday, telling her that he would return on 
Sunday or Monday. 


a6 Street said the Foreign Office has also had 

a cable from the British Embassy in Prague concerning 
an enquiry made by the Embassy to the Czech 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The latter told the 
Embassy they could find no evidence of REES having 
entered the country. 


de Later Battersby gave me the following 
information received from the Resident Clerk. It 
is now known that REES ‘phoned the British Embassy 
in Prague on Saturday to say he was going to a 
different hotel. He had also ‘phoned his wife 
from Prague, 


Aha pW 


R. C. Symonds. 


D.1./ inv. 
L3.0nf 04-4 
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THt ORIGINAL DOCUMENT] 
RE TAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 

ACT 1958 
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Ass 


| SEC RET (306) Wt.11364/7492. 200M. 1/83. K,C.N, Gp.616/1. 
S. Form 81/rev, 11.62 bess 


: EXTRACT . 


Thatta Bek ee ahi ee a ote! Dated :...7.2.19 949.000... 
D.1/Inv. 


Extract from T/C on FOOTMAN —- Suspected former R.I.S. Agent 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


A 

A 

S Form 338 rey. 2.64 10m 5.64 
« 


SECRET 


wr 
NaME: PLANAGAN Pg > Line No.: 4557 
Tel. NO,: FRO 2712 ; ie Date: 9.7264 


Thursday 
Responsible Section: D1. 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to MARGY, letting her know 

that the F.0. had sent a telegram to the EMBASSY 
asking them to clear up tall this nonsense’. 

This, he said, went round about lunch time and should 
have reached them by now. 

MARGY mentioned talking to Mr. HUNTER who had told 
her that he had been unable to make any progress. 
HUNTER had rung her back after her call te him. 

They were trying, she said, the Ministry of the Interior 
and the Immigration authorities. 

HURT ER had asked her to check here whether he did in 
fact catch the plane in question. This MARGY had 
confirmed. 

MARGY said how grateful she was for the inquiries 

made on their behalf. 

FLANAGAN invited her to lunch. 

MARGY explained that she had told MATTIE! coming. 
FLANAGAN suggested he called on her for tea on his 
flay to the BAILEYS in the afternoon. He would then go 
on to their flat to awagt VERNON's return home after 
which they would go on to RYE by road. 

FLANAGAN woul let her have his telephone number there 
and would try and produce an official number for her 
to ring shoule REES not be on the plane tomorrow evening. 
eegg would let him know should she get good news. 


Incoming call from LEONARD SHAPIRO to FLANAGAN 

asking whether there was any news of "poor MERVINT, 
FLANAGAN said that he had seen LEONARD after his 

long session with MERVYN. Nothing further had happened. 
Someone - BILL - had promised to send a letter to BUTLER. 
FLANAGAN reported that something much more disturbing 
had happened. He went on to tell him the story of 
GORONWY REES's apparent disappearance. 

By 10 ofclock tomorrow night they wuld know whether 

the whole thing was just so much nonsense. 

FLANAGAN spoke of the possibility of REES ee. in a 
hospital and LEONARD thought likely and quite frightaing 
in view of his health history. He wished to be kept 
informed about it. FLANAGAN told him he was going away 
to RYE . He said thet he may not be able to go to 
LEONARD's party on the 15th as he had to cope with a 
tpoor cousin'. LEONARD spoke of his ‘expeditiont as 
being a success —- he had morally supported the ‘good 
Germans?t. 

LEONARD again referred to MERVYN. FLANAGAN spoke of 
this tfront? as now being 'statict. He said that 
MERVYN waa standing up to it all very well. 

19.30 Ly 


Outgoing call FLANAGAN to VIC 5172 to VIOLA who then 

called VERNON. FLANAGAN thanked him for passing om his. 

message so promptly. He wanted their RYE telepkone ey 

to give To mneECRET /OVER \ 
rd) Re No AIC, | 


J eN 
WAX 
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VERNON went on to remark- 
V. You got a prompt reaction? 


F. L got so prompt a reaction 
a little sinister - but, anyhow, a 
Itii tell you the story in -— tomorrow. 


It was agreed FLANAGAN would turn up at their flat soon 
after 6 ofclock tomorrow night. 
18.43 {4 


Incoming call + wrong number. 
20.00 
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Loose minute 
Copy on PF © oOL 5 535 a 


Mr 
Departmen 

Ae De Mar 

Ze ur. Martin will telephone between 10 and 
ll pem. tonight to enquire if there has been 

a message and to let you know where he will be 
during the weekend, 


5 I shall be at my home, B 

Guring the weekend. 

is If unable to contect either Mr, 
or myself, please endeavour to contact 
MCbDarnet. 


— 


Symondse 


Del of ny ° 
lOe/s +L» 


INFIDENTIAL 


© Crown Copyright 


CODE 18-75 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


Reference... 


On receipt of the information at serial 320a, I 
spoke to Stree 2 Mi told him the flap appeared to "be over. 
Street said he had already made a] angements so that 
Mrs. REES soune contact the Consular Department Duty 
Officer over the weekend. He thought these arrangements 
might as well stand in case REES does not turn up this 
evening. 


2% I then spoke to He had already heard from 
FOOTMAN that Mrs!|. REES is no longer worried. I then told 
MP of my conversation with Street and gave him details 
of the arrangements made. These are as follows. If 

Mrs. REES wants any help over the weekend, she should 
contact the Consular Department Duty Officer Mri Jd. H. Lioyd, 
either at his home telephone number, WEST MAI ELI TNG 3583, or 

at his office number, ABBEY 8010 ext. 304. He will be in 
his office from 09.30 to 18.00 on Saturday end Sunday. 


a 


iP At Str s request I gave him Mrs. REES' telephone 
number KNI 6352, so that he could pass this on tio Lloyd. 


Li's I later spoke to Street again and arranged that if 
REES does not return and his wife informs Lloyd, the 
latter will notify Street, who will in turn notify our 
Hip dhetis 


R. C. Symonds, 


Dad sft LUV 
10. 7s Ot. 
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Original in PF. 604,589 Supp serial 22la - FOOTMAN, 
Copy for PF. 604,583 - REES. 
S Form 338 rev. 2.64 10m 5.64 


SECRET 


NAME: FLANAGAN Line No.: 


Tel. No.: PRO ere 78 Date: Friday 
Responsible Section : D.2, . 


incoming call to FLANAGAN from MARGY, who reported~ 
M. i just wanted to say I got a posteard - so, 
all is well. 
Ehm - what did it say? 


Ehm - it says-'it's all very strange here? 
and, he's enjoying himself very much. 


Does it say where he is? 


No, it doesn't say where he is - it's in a 
very quiet place he says. 


Ents 


Across the river from the SPORTOK football 
ground. 


Aha. What's be date? 
Well - that I cantt read. 


Anyhow, it's come this morning and that's 
Happy as far as it goes. 


Yes - well, it seems to be all right, doesnttit 
Yes, yes, indeed. 

He usually showers these things on us when 

he's away but they probably take lonzer to 
come from there. 


I see, yes, yes. 


Perhaps he's in some very out of the way place, 
dtyou think, or something? 


Er ~- what's the postmark - PRAGUE - or, cantt 
you see? PRAHA, 


It doesn't scem to - 
~ illegible postmark - illegible date mark? 
Pretty well, yes. 


Yell, that's very encouraging - warmest 
congratuhations! 


Well, thank you very much, 
I'll see you this afternoon. 


They said goodbye. 
09.04 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


Reference... FF a:« AQ BAB. 0. .c.csecess 


(\ . 


NOTE FOR FILE. 


After D. had discussed minute 316 with me, I spoke 
to [PP and said I thought the most practical, and also 
the most preferable, course of action was for Mrs. REES 
to be put directly in touch with the Foreign Office. 

did not object to this suggestion and I agreed to 
speak to Street. 


Ze I then spoke to Street. He was inclined to think 

the Consular Department were the right people to help 

Mrs. REES. I pointed out to him that Mrs. REES might also 
wish to contact someone out of office hours. Presumably 
it would therefore also be necessary to brief the Resident 
Clerk. Street said he would go into this and ring me 

back the following morning. 


3. I then spoke to (fend sa 


ad I would let; him know 


24 
what had been arranged as soon as I heard from Street. 


Dil ./ inv, 


10. iv . bly Py 


CODE 18-75 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


THE ORIGINAL 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1956 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


‘ 


\ Original in PF, ee me Supp serial 219a. - FOOTMAN. 
ae. 8 2.64 10m 2.64 Copy for PF. 60h, 58 3. - REES 


s\ "SECRET Al la 


Name: § FLANAGAN aur, Line No.: 
Tel. No.: FRO 2 fs . Date: 


Responsible Section : 


Outgoing ca LANAGAN to WAT 5600, Mr. VERNON BAILEY, 


PhO MR GS 
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Outgoing call FLANAGAN 
the talk with VERNON 
on 7 
am worried Lt i y, isn't it, t 
o ha ere to ring WOOD =< 
pon would have every 
the wheels in motion. 


S 


| 


you would, 


t $ TT ee e i =r, “44 
- think I would. inl Pe would = 
elf - my own stat fox , because 


nicer to do something the 


- .2 


1 7 Wes 7 


sel what would be so ewful 
[omorrow nih and Jihadntt done anybhing 


. 


know and he was ill or something or 
iS, exactly. You saw him off yourself, I sup 


ra 


Yes,fhe odds are the 's absolutely as 
a flee, you know - 


- and, had he got any firm sort of 
accomodation in Prague or not? 


hat TA a 4-5 


s , <7 » 
ed +c Vil you 


T> Si R ve" _ 
S out to the PALACE HOTEL and they 


SACI saed o e 2 12 . 
The EMBASSY Wit out LO? him? >» 


No the agency - the travel agents - ERNA LOW, 


who always do ENCOUNTER bookings for them, you know 
O iit 
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PF.604,583 


Reference 


NOTE FOR FILE 


telephoned me this 
morning to say that David FOOTMAN had reported to him a telephone 
conversation which FOOTMAN had had with Margie REES, wife of 
Goronwy REES. He proceeded to give me the details o con=- 
versation told 
me that he felt he ought to see FOOTMAN to make sure that he had 
the full story. 


2. After seeing FOOTMAN J) called on me and we discussed 
what should be done, REES apparently had a serious mental break- 
down some two months ago. He went into a mental hospital and 
afterwards convalesced in Yorkshire. While in Yorkshire he was 
struck down with some physical illness, the cause of which was 
identified as a virus. The doctor treating him came to the 
conclusion that this virus probably caused the mental breakdown, 
When REES set off on his journey to Prague he had barely recovered 
from the illness. 


3, REES is due to return to London by air (presumably 
Czech Airlines) at approximately 10 p.m. on Friday, 10 July. If 
he should not be on this flight Mrs. REES would then be really 
worried and she has asked to be given the telephone number of 
somebody with whom she can communicate immediately in this event, 


he In discussion with )/)we agreed that the only step 
which might usefully be taken now would be to enquire of the 
organisers of the Kafka Exhibition whether REES was known to have 
attended. I therefore telephoned Street, Foreign Office Security 
Department, and told him the story. He agreed to send a telegram 
to the Embassy in Prague asking them to make this enquiry but 
otherwise not to show any alarm. 


WS. \\ Pear ig a 


A. S. Martin, 


ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 


3(4) OF THE PUBLIC R 
ACT 1958 > BRUROS 


MARE 4 o2 2 


CODE 18-75 


| THIS IS A COPY 
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 

ACT 1958 


© Crown Copyright 


Code 18-75 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


Reference 


I called on Professor BLUNT at his flat on 26th May, 
1964. Among ener things, I told BLUNT that we intended 
to interview RABETGH a Ree 2 near future and I wanted his 


views on our telling of RUNT s confession. BLUNT 
said that he had no love for +H any more than RALSIGH 


had for him. Therefore there was no personal pollnigaee ship 
tebe broken up. He did say, however, that he feared that 
RADETGH might try to use this information to spite BLUNT. 
Therefore he did not welcome the prospect of our informing 
Ret but he did not feel able to object if we were certain 
that it would further our interests. 

ces 
pS He then asked me if we had considered RAHETGH'S 
reputation for eae cretion. He said that, in so far as he 
could look at & H objectively, he regarded as as hig ghly 
indiscreet. He did not necessarily mean that } 
publish the information in print but he thought it fl cniy 
probable that he would gossip both at Oxfard gn ind probably 
among his journalist friends in London. Fc: H, he said, was 
notoriously indiscreet in his cups. 


is I told BLUNT that I would not make a decision on this yet 
awhile and said that I would certainly spa his warning into 
aceount.. I Bron) See to let BLUNT know if we did decide to 

use his confession when interviewing RALEIGH. 


| a Dixhe 


A. S. Martin. 
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ent . ih 


Extract for PF 604,583 — REES 


Original at serial 360z in PF 604,582 - BLUNT 


Extract from Transcbiption of Interview between D.1/A.S. Martin 
and Sir Antho BLUNT on Frida 1st Ma 4 ; 


m (VGC CH6 
ell, Derex 48 insaite ~ G t just like to tell you ome episedes, one small ; 


thing thet cccurs te me over Derek, which I was very crateful At 
sone moment just after Guy's going, some crucial menent I got a 
telephone call from a girl called Sheila Nicholson whos I did know 
fairly well and who was alse a friend of his, saying “Naving dinner 
with Derek and he's told me e story that I think you ought to know at 
once ~ do come round”. Se I went round and Derek told me that he had 
been ~ I think at a lunch party that day or something at which John Strache 
and Ay¥pZ%_5 ~ John's is literally the only one whose name comes to my 
mind — were present and they were discussing the disappearance and 
somebody said ~ 1 think not John Strachey <- “Ahs I know who the next 
person to disappear is that’s Anthony Blunt” and this was put to me as 
a ~ Sheila's line was "you'd better know this quickly because other— 
wise you know John Strachey is going to put it straight to M.I.5 and 
you'd better be warned, “so to speak. And I did in fact go and talk «+ 
no ~ this incidentally is one of the things that bears on the Goronmsy Yeo 
because it eo happened that I was seeing Goronmwy ~- I happened to see 
Goronmwy a day or two after this and I was in a fair state of collapse as 
you can imagine and I told Goromwy this and Goromyy said "What are you 
going to do about it”, I said “Chrict, I don't know, there are wiley 
two things to do and one is nothing for it didn't seem to me to be 
terribly important and at that moment I had enough on my plate - or go 
and talk to Guy Liddell about it. And Goromy said “You can't do 

an & GIR 
nothings You gust go ,26 him". Se I said “all right I wili" and 

eam eI MLN ) 

I did ~ or it may have been Dick, I*s-net-suse, and I"ve sonectines 
wondered whether this may have been the story which Goromr7y Sethsed with . 


the other one about my refusing om a much more important occcasiocts 


Tints ker only an hypothesise 
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TOP SECRET 


Extract for PF 604,583, Goronwy REES 


Original at serial 355¢ in PF 604,562 


I met Professor BLUNT at 2.30 pem. on 
Saturday 25 April, at 15 Chandos Court, Caxton 
Street, SWetle 


BLUNT's Comments on Persons of Interest 


eee et ee A AE TLE ELE EE LE ALLA AL  L 


Goronwy REES BLUNT thinks REES' statement to 
Guy Liddell was true. Certainly 
he has no evidence that REES 
worked for BURGESS (or the Russians) 
after the outbreak of war. 


(signed) A.S. Martin 
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SECRET (306) Wt.11364/7492. 200M. 3. K.C.N. ‘'Gp.616/1 [ 
S. Form 81/rev, 11.62 ( j . Cy 
; EXTRACT WF Nata 
PP. 604,583 ¥ REES, Goronwy V oe 
SOKOLOV GRANT 


Original in File No. :*.... 


T.C. 


PISA Pron or. ce crap plea cch eos disek seks be ninaaderve-s5s Oech Under Ref.: 


Of 
Extracted on 26.010 2646 SERS ASL RL pees re oy et ee by : 


Extract from telecheck on Michael SOKOLOV GRANT, suspected contact of 
Rhe R15. ment. Goronwy REES. 


0/G to Maida Vale 24JJ, ~ SHETLA to Ian LUVOCK (or LUBBOCK). Ian said 
he had been trying to do some research on John LUVOCK and Garonwy RHYS 
had suggested that he should have a chat with SHEILA about it. He had 
been asked to do it by Christopher SYKES the writer producer who knew 
the family. SHEILA said that funnily enough Christopher SYKES was 
already supposed to be getting in touch with her about a biography he 
was writing on a German friend of hers. She invited Ian down and told 
him they (we) would be moving house on-the 10th October, sc she would 
rather he came after that date when she would be at Mockbeggars Hall, 
Claydon. Tan gavc SHEILA his own address: 21 Holland Park, W.11. 
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7 cr rn = 
JE -{"R ET (306) Wt.11364/7492. 200M. 1/63. ei i gc 
EXTRACT SCAR 
PF. 604 583 REES, Goronwy / 


Extract for File No.:.... 


S. Form 81/rev. 11.62 


6 


WiGlistiescateceweic Serial: 


-@ 


Extract from telecheck on Michael SOKOLOV GRANT, suspected contact of 


I isto a WO Po 
the R.I.S. ment. Goronwy REES, 


I/C from Mr. LUBBOCK (or Luvock) asking for Mrs. GRANT, but she was 
out. LUVOCK told MICHAEL that Garonwy REES had instructed him to 
ring up. MICHAEL said SHEILA hed spoken to him (me) about it and 
they (we) had half expected LUVOCK to turn up here during the weekend. 
He gathered LUVOCK was trying to get some information about SHEILA'’s 
‘grandfather. L. said that was so and told MICHAEL that SHEILA's 
grandfather was his own great uncle. MICHAEL took L.'s telephone 
number: Maida Vale 2444* - and said he would ask SHEILA to ring him 
back when she came in. 19.02, 
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% 
Ceased line in January 1964. Previous subscriber:- 


Dr. EWANS 5 
5 Broadhurst Gardens, 
N.W.6. 
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‘ ' 
oF ton ee . (306) Wt.11364/7492. 200M. uadhfeoy &p.616/; 
S. Form 81/rev, 11.62 : A 


EXTRACT ; 
PF. 604,583 v REES, Goronwy Vv 
Extract for File No.: SOKOLOV-GRANT 


Original in File No. « PF. 721,751 Supp A Vid Ae oe aie ie 


Under Ref..:.....: 3 : 7 sis, Seen cas oeesaak antaae twats Dated : 20.9 63 : 


Extract from telecheck on Michael SOKOLOV GRANT. suspected contact 
of the R.I.5. ment. Goronwy REES. 


I/C call for SHEILA from GARONWY. 

GARONWY told SHEILA that a relation of hers, IAN LAMBERT, a nice 
young man working for the B.B.C., was doing a programme on SHEILA's 
Grandfather. He wanted some more stories about him from GARONWY 
and from SHEILA. SHEILA would be delighted to help IAN LAMBERT and 
said she could have him to stay. 

SHEILA asked GARONWY if he could come to stay before they moved into 
the more confined space of the top floor of Mockbeggars Hall? 
GARONWY had just come back from France and was rather busy. 
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SECRET 
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J 


‘ith reference te your letter sas 
April, I find thet HESS’ articles in “The People 
on Tith, 15th and 25th Mareh, 1956 and on fet Apr 
The article of Ict April ende with the note "8 
enter Donald Maclean. A mystery ‘phone call — then 
Burgess disappears", so presumably there should have been 
an article on Suniay, 3th April, tut I have not been able 
to find one or any reforence to it, so it may be that it 
was never published. 


2e The present adéress of the editorial department of 
"The People", which ic of course a Sunday newepaper, is 
Vdhems Press, 93 Longacre, ¥.Ce2. 


\ 
e Mefarnet.e 
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In Duplicate. 
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friend of Guy Sunnis 
Tt is desired to 


Vv 


memoers 
reactions 


+ 


~ - 
ot La @2i e424 @ 


26 February, 1963. 
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PF. 601,583/0.1/E.McB 


25th February, 1963. 


Dear Mr. Hawkins, 


I am applying for a telephone check on 
Knightsbridge 6352. The subscriber to this number 
is Morgan Goromwy REES of 29 South Terrace, 5.W.7/. 


Morgan Goronwy REES is known to have been a 
friend of Guy BURGESS and his circle, and we are 
enxious to know his reactions to the news of 
H. A. R. PHILBY'’s disappearance. 


Ee MeBarnet. 


M, A. Hawkins, Esq., 
G.P.0 


EMcB/GA 
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All available information should be included. If 
information is not available this should be stated. 


SURNAME (a) Now 


‘(b) At birth if oo and og other 


surnames used 
ALL FORENAMES 


(a) PRESENT ADDRESS wee 
* If deceased state year of death of 
spouse, father, mother. 


(b) HOME ADDRESS (if different from 


present address) 


4. NATIONALITY (a) NOW 


If naturalised give certifi- 


cate number. If applicable (h) AT BIRTH in 


Aliens registration number. if different 


5. DATE OF BIRTH 
6. PLACE OF BIRTH 


7. OCCUPATION 


8. PROPOSED EMPLOYMENT 


9.9 PARTICULARS OF. EMPLOYMENT 
. during last three years with dates. 


(continue overleaf) 


DAY a= 
G00. Wet 35223/1014. 200m (2). 8/60. RI&Co. 856. 
‘or 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
TO > @comptere IN BLOCK LETTERS OR Te 


1 


| ; Clr. eS, 
SUBJECT SPOUSE. Date of FATHER 


marriage 


MOTHER 


= cr, 1964. 
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Note. 


Ael.Ae, phoned this 
morning to say that Brandon, Passport Office, 
had asked for urgent observations concerning 
the issue of a new passport to Goronwy RES. 


2 REES, who gives his address as 19, 

Highgate Avenue, N.6.% requires a passport 

to visit the "usual European Countries, the 
U.S.A., and Tunis". 


3e After reference to D.l. I told A.1.A 
that we had no objection. 


Dele ( A, A 


2h. 11.59. 4 T } Clayton. 
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Original in PF.004,529 


Extracts from D.1 note on interview with Anthony BLUNT 


asking whether he could see me, end I arranged to see him 
|. at 12.30 today, which I aia in his fiat in the Courtauld 


. Sir Anthony BLUNT telephoned to me yesterday 
Institute. 


not only involve him in personai ruin but also others such 
as Goronwy REES, whese ruin he sccepted with equanimity, if 
not a@elight. He said that the iast he had heard of RSES 
| wag that he had gone into buijding small suburban houses 
, tegether with Derek VERSCHOYLE. We agreed that anybody 
© was foolish enough to buy a emall suburban house buiit 
these two would end in calamity and rubble after the 
first rainstorm. BLUNT, while giving credit to Derek 
VERSCHOYLE for giving him, BLUNT, his first job as art 


| epitie om The Spectator, stated that he was the kind of 

“person one @eew show to a continental who wished te know 
\ the definition of a cad, and added that he was also one 

{Of the finer examples of a four-letter man, He went on 
to say that Randolph Churchill qualified for the second 

definition but not for the first. 


|= BLUNT eaid that 4f BURGESS did come back it would 


Courtenay Young 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


LOOSE MINUTE 
« Reference.... ON.. EE» QQh 5583 ° 


S ES er 
: = 


b 


SF 


\. oN D) ifm ry € 


When leeving No. 3/) Clarence Terrace at 1.10 p.m. today I 
noticed a mle figure stepping into No. 2 Clarence Terrace, the house 
which adjoins the A.4 Headquarters. This individual turned on his 
heel and stepped onto the pavement with his hand outstretched to greet 
me. It was Goronwy REES, subject of the above mentioned PF. Although 
I instantly recognised him, and the recognition was mutual, he has 
changed slightly, which is not surprising in view of the conversation 
which ensued. 


Saying how glad he was to find that we were neighbours and 
that I should be living next door to him, he told me that he had been 
in and out of hospital, mainly in, for the last two years, following 
an accident. Apparently he was run over by a motor car. He was 
carrying a pot of honey, and I have no doubt that he lives at No. 2, 
Clarence Terrace now, but the Voters' List at 10.10.58. shows the 
occupants as: = 


CALDER Vivienne S. 
COLLIER Charlotte A. 
LEWIS Barbara 

— MACNEICE Louis F. 
MACNEICE Hedli M. 
WRIGHT Marigold 


That he should be living there with, or in the same address 
as, Louis MACNEICE, who I believe to be the householder, makes it 
slightly less surprising, since they have so much in common. 


We know that Goronwy REES is an acute observer. From what 
he said it might be imagined that he thinks that I live at , Clarence 
Terrace, and I said nothing which might affect this opinion. 


In considering this matter I think it is worthwhile remember~ 
ing that he could easily, today, have avoided me, but went out of his 
way to make himself known. I think that he is slightly more spare in 
appearance, and somewhat less robust than when I last saw him, but then, 
of course, he was Principal of the University of Wales at Aberystwyth, 

a job which he might have retained, as he knows, if he had taken my 
advice. 


Reference to our "telephone directory" shows that there are 
two telephone lines at 2 Clarence Terrace, one, Mrs. Hedi MCNEICE - 
X D, and Louis MACNEICE - Paddington 5380. 
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THE ORIGINA! DOCUMENT] 
RE TAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 
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SECRET on 


part - 


PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY, 
HomE OFFICE. 


CANCELLATION OF HOME OFFICE WARRANT. 


. 


It is requested that the following Home Office Warrant be 
cancelled: 


H.O.W. No.: 42058 


Name: Morgan Coronwy REES 


Address: Plas Penglais, Aberystwyth, 
c/o The University Collece of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. 


Telephone No.: 
(if applicable) 


Date A8th Nevember 1957 Signature: 


Copies to:—G.P.O., Mr. G. A. HARLOW*/MAJor A. E. DENMAN, M.B.E.* 
A.2 

a . ks , ; ; — me 

A File Y, 533/13 ope ee > at 


¥ 


*Delete whichever is inapplicable. 


S. Forn: 416 


SECRET 
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SECRET. 
H.O.W. No......42@ 


File Nopp,..60%:,583/D1 
A.2.C. for: 


G.P.0.:—Mr. G. A. HARLOW. 


Please cancel the operation of the H.O.W. on the following :— 


Name. ++ ae PE TERT 


* 


” 
b 


. "> n ,. 
/ rs . te ° ; =. ren 1777 4 
Address..Bian-- FOr voce ng eMed grey eh geist stoke 
- ZSé<a “n%75 
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? ag 
net i : " s “¢ Pez “— ’ 
‘J @ : : 
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ey Pe 


S. Form 18/4000/rev. 10.54. 
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HOW) No:..: SIR. 2... 
Vile No. 28, G0h,563-...- 


pum MAJOR A. Hi. DENMAN. 


Please, cancel the operation of the H.O.W. on the following :-— 


Yat, 


NINE oeseccccccccccecess OR OPORE. . Ba 


Telephone No......... Senning.. 3197 


gs tee 30010257 


S, Form 18A/1000/rev. 7.55. 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. Lp 


THE TIMES 


oe 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
LIBEL ACTION AGAINST 


UNIVERSITY EX-PRINCIPAL 
SETTLED 


BALL v. REES AND OTHERS 
Before Mr. JusticE FINNEMORE 


The settlement was announced of this 
libel action by Sir Joseph Ball, of The Old 
Mill, Ramsbury, Wiltshire, against Mr. 
Goronwy Rees, former principal of the 
University of Wales, Mr. Nathan Rothman, 
and-Odhams Press Ltd., publishers of 
The People, in respect of an article appear- 
ing in the issue of that newspaper on 
ari 25, 1956, headed “ Burgess Stripped 

are.” 


Mr. Colin Duncan appeared for the 
plaintiff; Mr. Hugh Davidson for the 
defendants. 

Mr. DuNCAN announcing the settlement 
said that Odhams Press Ltd., the third 
defendants, were the publishers of The 
People, a Sunday newspaper. Mr. Nathan 
Rothman, the second defendant, was the 
features editor of that newspaper. In 1956 
there appeared in The People a series of 
articles based upon information supplied 
by Mr. Goronwy Rees, the first defendant, 
concerning the life and habits of Mr. Guy | 

_| Burgess, under the geenral title ‘“ Burgess ' 
Stripped Bare.” 

On March 25, 1956, in one of the articles | 
it was alleged that shortly before the last ; 
war a British intelligence organization, of | 
which the plaintiff was said to be the head, | 
had recruited Guy Burgess as a member. 
The article strongly criticized the choice of | 
Burgess on the ground that he led a 
notorious private life and suggested that 
this choice had had a most damaging con- | 
sequence in that it enabled him to obtain 
a foothold in the British Secret Service. In 

| fact Sir Joseph Ball had no connexion what- 
ever with any intelligence organization 
before the war and had not even heard. of . 
Burgess until news of his disappearance was 
published in the newspapers in 195]. . 

The defendants had no intention of cast- 

ing any reflections on Sir Joseph Ball and 
' they regretted that the article complained 
‘ of should be understood in any such sense. 
Sir Joseph Ball, for his part, was content to 
dispose of this matter by taking out of 
Court the sum of money which has been 
‘paid in and by clearing his name by this 
statement in open court. 
Solicitors——Messrs. William Charles 
‘Crocker; Messrs. Simmons & Simmons, 


‘ 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


LIBEL DAMAGES 
FOR SIR J. BALL | 


BURGESS ARTICLE 


| 

A libel action by Sir Joseph Ball, | 

arising out of.an article on Guy ; 
Burgess, was settled in the High | 

Court yesterday when Mr. Colin { 

Duncan, his counsel, said Sir’ 
Joseph was content to take out of 
,court &@ sum which had been paid 

in and to have his name cleared. 


Sir Joseph, former director of the 
Conservative party’s research depart- 
ment, brought the action against Mr. 
Goronwy Rees, former Principal of |; 
the University College of Wales, |: 
Aberystwyth; Mr. Nathan Rothman, |: 
features editor of the People; and } 
Odhams Press, publishers of the 
newspaper. . 

Mr. Duncan said the article, based 
on information from Mr. Rees, 
appeared on March 25 last year. It 
said that shortly before the last war 
a_ British Intelligence organisation, 
of which Sir Joseph was said to be 
the head, had recruited Burgess as a 
member. It strongly criticised the 
choice, Par 

“In fact, Sir Joseph Ball had no 
connection whatever with any In- 
telligence organisation before the 
war and had not even heard of 
Burgess until news of his disappear- | : 
ance was published in the news- 
papers in 1951.” 
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ae Faw Rar 

| Sir Joseph. 
Ball 
| seeks libel 


damages 


@jir Joseph .Ball, 71i-year- 

old company director, | 
is .bringing an action for 

allegéd libel against Mr. M. 
Goronwy Rees, principal of 
Aberystwyth University. 

The. action, in’ which Sir 
Joseph — claims damages, 
appears in list of forth-} 
coming Queen’s Bench cases! 
issued. this aiienoan. There 
are two. otiter ndants. 
whose names are not*revealed 
in the list. — 

Sir Joseph was adireetor of 
publicity for the Tory Party 

_|from. 1927-1930. He was director), 
of the Tory research depart-}| 
ment from 1930 until 1939. ad 


fe “ 
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(52614) Wwt.46929/7989 200,000 8/56 A.&E.W.LTD. GP.677 


SECRET 
S. Form 81/rev. 12.53 EXTRACT 


Extract for File No.: PF. 60h, 2 83 Oa. one REES, ts Goronwy seine ne 


Original in File No. :* Vole toned 2... Serial tse QOLB. Receipt Date tn Ate ALR amsnucnmmnnn 2 
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EXTRACT FROM INT, LETT&R FROM MRS, BASSETT TO GUY BURGESS MENTIONING REES 
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Original in PF.604,529 volume 19, 902a. PA. 


‘Page 1 copied for PF.604, eS: Sana 
cman TE 


_ TOP SECRE 


OFECER 
viii (aR 
"ist Docember 


(Beginning 


Did Tom DRIBERG tell you about the cocktail party - 
that they wouldn't Let him in? 


HOe 


You kmow your friend BRIAN HOwARD ( phon) - I always 
for re et hi iis nang e« 


HO“ARD (phon), yeSe 


lmow him very well, took a flat in 
Curzon phot for 2 monthse 


YoOSe 


And he had a small cocktail party of l2ece 


Yese 

To which he asked Tom DRIBEKG and various pecole. 
Well, the toleshone rang and one of the ¢uests, it 
was matt Henry YORK, 2 dontt Imow who it wes, Tom 
wouldn't tell méeece 


Geron w 
2 up hin said: could he bring Ghats 
is staying with hime 


Londons And, we Bx Le 3 very £11 because ho wasn't 
at ae ne adic > mow what to aag he got so 
opr eels 1@ said ye Well apparently Sam was 

so anrry, d other people, whon he wouldn't have 

niu pack, woll luckily what happened was the bell 
rang whon they were all there end Gam’ wont to the 
Goorercee 

Moscows Yese 

Loniont Lucky he went and he saidt "Ch, the party is over" 
of course there was a lot of noise sy. on, and 
then avd (phon) said: “Well, I've come to 


aes CScangxeso, who luckily had arrived before 
hin 


Londons d ti 20y (said ) he had left 10 minutes ago, so 
ON pe ts A a ce nit tak 
SS 1ad to retire hurt. 


Moscove Hat hat hal 
~ we 
Opry TO F.O. Londjont Darling, do tell mo the news. 
Moscow? (indistinct) any nowse 
Nn cee ets 


NA TR 
iViwisWe i 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


TOR—RECPRET PF. 604,583 . 
oTy and Col. Cfmming for information : i 
_, Lbs Sinule es 


To fate /K 
FQ DEL 


On 4 December, 1956, on my way back to London from Cambridge 
by the evening train, I shared a compartment with Mr, Willink, Master of 
Magdalene, We discussed again at some length the progress of the enquiry 
on which he was engaged, He told me that he had recently drafted a new 
paragraph for the report on REES' motives for publishing the articles in the 
People, He had slightly changed his views and thought that it was not 
primarily for money but that the real reason was fear, EES had been an 
admittedly open and close associate of BURGESS for twenty years, When 
BURGESS disappeared REES took the line that he had not gone to Russia, no 
doubt hoping that nothing more would be heard of him (e.g. his remark in 
1953 "If Mr. CONNOLLY will believe that - that BURGESS was in Russia - he 
will believe anything". When BURGESS reappeared in February, 1956, REES 
was afraid that BURGESS would damage or compromise him in some way, He 
therefore wished to get his blow in first by damaging BURGESS' character and 
Saying what a dangerous man he was, 


age A Sons 
eves. | Pra) 


Willink said that he had questioned REES about why the 2,000 
guineas which he received for the articles had been paid to REES' solicitor 
and not into REES' bank account, RERS was rather evaSive on this point and 
said that there waS some arrangement whereby his solicitor paid some accounts, 
“EifS school bills,from his literary earnings, Willink has not yet got to 
the bottom of this but thinks it is probably some income tax racket, He 
put to REES fairly plainly that he thought that possibly he was being black- 
mailed but REES denied this, 


I understood from Willink that the MS. which REES had handed to 
Willink and which the latter thought would have to be published aS an annex 
to their report will not in fact be published ~ only a few choice extracts 
will appear. 


Willink had engaged in a comparison of the MS. with the articles 
as they appeared in the People and had noted that a certain amount of the 
obscenity, i.e. passages about BURGESS' homosexuality, had been omitted, but 
that certain persons mentioned in the MS. had either been named or pinpointed 
more closely. This additional information the People must have got from REES 
and therefore his claim that the fom in which the articles appear/was entirely 
the responsibility of the People is not quite justified, 


Willink said that his committee had been quite satisfied with 
the limited amount of information which I had said he could reveal to them, 
We assured me again that there was no risk of any reference to our having 
been consulted in the enquiry appearing in the report. 


Es ae 


D.H, Whyte. 
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PF. 601: , 583 


NOTE FOR FILE 


@ame round and saw D. 
and. myself this afternoon. 


man He said that last hight he had received a 
telephone call from Goronwy REES who was up in town 
with his wife staying with Freddie AYER. There was 
some hesitation in his voice, but at once said 
he would be delighted to see him, and would REES come 
round with his wife at once for a drink. After they 
arrived the conversation was largely on generalities; 
then Mrs. REBS left the room to talk to ~ who 
was ill in bed. 


3. REES at once brought up the subject of BURGESS 
and asked whether did not think that he, 
REES, had done the right thing. asked him whether 
he could define his motives for writing the articles, and 
REES said that it was perfectly simple. He had a 
passionate conviction that he must do anything, even 

if it involved crucifying himself, to expose BURGESS. 
When BURGESS made his first public appearance in Moscow 
REES felt that he must,do everything he could to prevent 
BURGESS showing himsel$ as a "knight in shining armour" 
(REES used this phrase repeatedly). He had thought 

over the matter time and time again until /the articles afte, 
came out, and was still absolutely convinced that if he 
had his time over again, even knowing the consequences 

in which the publication would involve him, he would not 
hesitate to follow the same course. 


ih asked him why he had chosen The People, and 
REES replied that it was no good writing for the literary 
press such as the Sunday Times or producing a clever 
little vignette like Cyril CONNOLLY. It was essential 
to get the facts about BURGESS to the widest possible 
public, and he had therefore chosen The People, which had 
the largest Sunday circulation. 


5, REES said that whatever the result of the Court 
of Inquiry he felt he would have to leave Aberystwyth. | 
He told that the day before he had been in the box, 
as it were, before Mr. Willink, being ques tioned and 
cross-questioned over the articles. /illink was quite 
unable to understand REES's motives and he, REES, regarded 
him as completely unsympathetic. He contrasted Willink 
with the extremely correct and understanding conversations 
he had had with M.I.5 after the publication of the articles. 


6. In this connection he told that M.I.5 had 
come to visit him as soon as the articles were produced, 
and he had told them how they had come about, i.e. that 
Ene were The People's version of his original manuscript. 

.1.5 had asked whether they could see the manuscript and 
ee had at first refused. On being pressed he had agreed. 
to give them the manuscript on two conditions: firstly 
that it should be seen only by a strictly limited number 
of people in Government departments, and secondly that it 
would not beém seen by certain members of M.I.5 whom he 
named. These conditions were accepted by M.I.5. 


7. He said later..../ 
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te He said later that he had had several interviews 
with M.I.5 and he thought that he had been of assistance 
to then. They had told him that in order to use his 
knowledge to the full they would have to tell him a 
quantity of highly secret facts, and for this reason the 
interviews were shrouded under the Official Secrets Acts. 
He did, however, tell that M.1I.5 were fa pti a by 
one revelation of his, which was the way that BURGESS had 
manoeuvyred him, REES, to act as a recruiter aaa tapper of 
information from a certain Mr.xX. He refused to give 
Mr.X's name. 


o own view was that REES's motives for 
publishing the articles were br ghds partially pique at 
having been outwitted by BURGESS (he used the phrase _ 
"BURGESS tricked me" in the course of his conversation) 
and partly in order to get his blow in first, i.e. to 
launch his attack on BURGESS before BURGESS could launch 
any attack against him. This, admitted, would 
imply that REES had never been entirely frank with the 
authorities. 


9. We thanked for coming round and telling 
us this. He said that he would probably be seeing REES 
once or twice in the next two months, and if the subject 
of BURGESS came up again he would let us know. cam 
suggested that he should get in touch with me, 3 
rather closetto the case than he, D., was. 


J Sis 


Courtenay Young 
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Reference... PF. 604, 583. Se: odie 


NOTE 


I called on Mr. WILLINK at The Master's Lodge, Magdalene, at 2,30 on 
10 November, 1956. Mr. WILLINK gave me a cordial welcome, 


WILLINK told me that his Committee consisted of "HILL of Nottingham 
University", (this is J,W,F, HILL, President of the Council of Nottingham 
University, "Warboys of I,C,I,, and a retired senior Civil Servant BAXTER". 
(George Herbert BAXTER, former Under-Secretary of State in the C,R,0,, date 
of birth 30.11.94). Its tems of reference are to enquire into the situation 
at the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, In fact, the crux of their 
examination of the Situation rests with REES' articles in The People and what 
is his justification as Principal of the University inwriting such articles, 
WILLINK explained to me that Soon after REES had openly admitted that he was 
the author of the articles in The People he had had an informal meeting with 
Sir David Hughes PARRY, President of the Council of the University, At this 
informal meeting REES and PARRY reached a gentlemen's agreement as to future 
course of action. This involved REES' reSignation. Unfortunately after 
this meeting REES seems to have changed his ground and there was disagreement 
between REES and PARRY regarding the exact terms of their gentlemen's agreement, 


WILLINK explained to me at some length the developments of the 
situation at Aberystwyth but I do not think it need be recorded here; but at 
any rate having at first opposed the propoSal to set up a Committee of Enquiry 
REES has now shifted his ground and demanded one and is co-operating fully with 
the Committee in its work, 


The Committee is going into the circumstances of the publication of 
the articles in considerable detail - for instance they have been hearing 
evidence from REES' literary agent, They are also attaching as an exhibit 
to their report REES' MS. which has, I think, horrified WILLINK in some passages, 


WILLINK has clearly already personally come to the opinion that REES' 
motive in having the articles published was to make money. He got £2,000 for 
the articles and REES has said that the cheque was sent to his solicitors, 
WILLINK thought that this was a little bit curious and wondered if he was by 
any chance being blackmailed, WILLINK also commented that REES in his youth 
had probably been a pretty boy who had probably passed through a homosexual 
stage, and he thought he might have had homosexual relations with BURGESS. 


I explained to WILLINK the difficulties which confronted us in helping 
the work of his Committee. I said I could Speak to him in his capacity as a 
trusted contact of our Organisation and not in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Committee, AS a secret organisation we could not disclose our records to a 
private person or private organisation, WILLINK readily saw this point and 
agreed that his use of anything which I told him would be restricted in whatever 
way we thought desireable, 


I then gave WILLINK an account of REES' transactions with our Service 
at the time of the BURGESS and MACLEAN case and arising from the publication of 
his articles in The People. I then told WILLINK that all he could say to his 
Committee was that he had consulted the appropriate Authorities and that certain 
statements made by REES were untrue, misleading, or were true. [I also made it 
clear to WILLINK that we would not want any reference to the fact that he had 
consulted the Security Authorities to appear in any published report or in any- 
thing which @ronwy REES might see, WILLINK agreed with this provision, 


WILLINK thought this probably left him with quite enough room for 
manceuvre with his Committee but we agreed that if he felt that on any particular 
point he would like to say more to his Committee he would refer either to 
Colonel Cumming or me so that we could take advice on that point, 


/I understood 
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I understood from WILLINK that he hoped that he would be 
able to persuade REES to offer his resignation without the Committee 
formally having to present a report to the Council of the University, | 


ge 


DH, Whyte. 
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Reference. PF. 604-5583... a Se 


on 8 November a further discussion was held between 
D.D.G., Mr. Robertson, Mr. Hill and Mr. Whyte, as to the best way 
in which we could offer advice to Mr. WILLINK without causing 
embarrassment to the Security Service. 


Mr. Hill pointed out;- 


1. That as a secret Government organisation we should 
not disclose to a private body, such aS Mr, WILLINK'S Com- 
mittee, information from our records, 


2s In the event of BURGESS returning to the U.K, Goronwy 
REES might be an important witness for the prosecution, It 
was important, therefore, that it should not become known to 
Goronwy REES that we had advised WILLINK in a sense adverse 
to REES' interests, 


After a brief discussion it was agreed; 


t. That at the outset Mr. Whyte Should make clear to Mr. 
WILLINK that as a secret department we could not disclose to 
him information from our records, but we were anxious to help 
as much as we could and were prepared to speak to him in his 
capacity aS a valued friend of our organisation and not in 
his official capacity as Chaimman of the Committee, 


a That he should advise Mr. WILLINK that the most he 
(Mr. WILLINK) could say to his Committee about such advice 
as we had offered was that he had personally made enquiries 
in confidence of the appropriate authorities and he had been 
advised that certain of the statements x made by REES were 
without foundation, 


de That references to the fact that Mr. WILLINK had 
received advice from us should not appear in any report pub- 
lished by the Committee or in any documents which might come 
to the sight of Goronwy REES. 


hee Subject to these provisions Mr, Whyte should do all 
he could to assist Mr. WILLINK, 


x Note: Mr. Whyte in his oral advice would define which these statements 
were, 


pee gt. ALT 


D,H, whyte. 
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PF, 601583 


Admiral Thomson called to see me this 
morning and I briefly told him the facts and 
of the request we had had from the Rt. Hon. Henry 
WILLINK. IT asked him how much we could tell 
WILLINK about the functions of the Press 
Committee. 


Admiral Thomson told me that he would have 
no objection to Henry WILLINK being told fully 
the functions of the Committee. The Admiral 
said that what the press were worried about 
always in these cases was the fact that they 
voluntarily co-operated with the Government on 
security matters, but there was no secrecy about 
the Committee or its functions. 


B: &- tw 


LA. 
8.11256. B.A, Hill, — 


we 


a 
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PF. 604,583 


Reference... 
NOTE 


On 7 November, 1956, at 1600 hours a meeting was held to consider 
what reply should be made to the letter from Mr. WILLINK, President of 
Magdalene, at serial 265a, Present at the meeting were Mr, Robertson, 
Colonel Cumming, Mr. Hill, Mr. Young, and Mr. Whyte, The meeting had before 
it the memorandum, comments and draft at serial 267a. 


2, It was agreed that a reply should be made to the President of 
Magdalene and that it would be desirable for our reply to be as helpful as 
possible, 


56 After a brief Giscussion it was agreed that subject to the approval 
of D,D.G, a reply should be given to WILLINK in the following tems;- 


< In his letter and statement to the College Council, Mr. 
REES has suggested that his articles in The People were 
written with the approval and even at the instigation of 
the Authorities, This is not true, 


After an announcement of the forthcoming articles had 
appeared in The People, at Admiral Thomson's Suggestion, 
the articles were submitted by the People for security ~ 
clearance and were returned for publication, This did _ 
not imply that the Authorities approved of the content,” , 
of the articles or sponsored their publication, 


After the appearance of the first article in The People 
Mr. REES was interviewed by the Security Authorities, 

He was asked certain questions arising from statements 
made in his articles and he supplied certain information 
in expansion of them, ‘These discussions were subject 
to the Official Secrets Acts, 


he It was agreed that Since Mr. Whyte was going to Cambridge at the 
week-end, advantage might be taken ofsthis and that he should be instructed 
to call on Mr. WILLINK and pass on this reply to him, At the same time he 
could expand and supplement this reply for Mr, WILLINK's own personal infor 
mation on the lines of the comments at 267a. 
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BRIEF MEMORANDUM OF GORONWY REES' TRANSACTIONS 

WITH THE SECURITY SERVICE ARISING FROM THE BURGESS 
AND MACLEAN CASE AND THE PUBLICATION OF HIS ARTICLES 
IN THE PECPLE 


5 
BURGESS and MACLEAN disappeared 25.4451, 


1.6.51. REES told D,D,G, about BURGESS! telephone conversation with his 
wife, We said we were interested, REES sent through David FOOITMAN to 
D.D.G, an account of this conversation, 


6.6.51. REES and BLUNT of their own volition came to see D,B. EES 
stated that BURGESS had told him before the war that he was a Comintern 
agent and had enlisted REES' assistance, REES made a Signed statement 
to this effect. 


7.6.51. REES seen for the second time by D,B. 


24,7251. REES re-interviewed by Robertson and Martin, REES expanded 
his statement re BURGESS' activities, 


4.3.56. announcement appeared in The People "Now We can Strip BURGESS 
Bare", Name of author not given and unknown to us, 


6.3.56. Admiral Thomson wrote to The People for an advance view of the 
articles under D, Noticé,procedure, 


8.3.56, It was agreed that although the articles were highly objectionable 
we could not stop The People publishing them, At the same time from 
intemal evidence of the first article we identified author as REES, 


9.3.56. L.A, took to D,P.P, copy of the article and statements made by 
REES and BLUNT, 


41.3.56, Under instructions Skardon and Reed got in touch with REES and 
interviewed him at Aberystwyth, They put to him questions arising from 
statements made in his article which had appeared on that day, REES 
handed them MS. of his book, 


21,356. REES interviewed again by Skardon and Reed at Paddington Hotel, 
At outset REES was warned that the talk was subject to 0,5,AS and he could 
not use any information which he gained from it, 


30,3.56, REES told reporter from Western Mail that he was the author of the 
articles, that he had been interviewed by MI5 and that all facts set out in 
the article had been reported to MI5 immediately after BURGESS' disappearance, 


1504256. Skardon and Reed visited the Fast End with REES in order to iden- 
tify a shop visited by BURGESS. 


2h. lre56, REES wrote Skardon asking for advice over writ taken out by Sir 
Joseph BALL. No advice was given, 


9.8.56.  REES asked Skardon's advice about a proposed visit to Czecho- 
slovakia, A non-committal reply was given, 


AS a result of these articles REES resigned from the Committee on Homo- 
sexuality and Prostitution at the prompting of the Home Secretary. 
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COMMENTS UPON 
REPRODUCED BY THE 


Statement 


"The method ... was not of 
my choosing ..." 


"..full knowledge and 
approval of those persons 
and Organisations whose duty 
it is to ... preserve the 
security of this country." 


"T cannot give you all the 
reasons which led me to this 
conclusion, because they 
involve security considera- 
tions which I am not 
permitted to disclose." 


"There were particular 
reasons why I could not do 
so (give a warning to the 
Security Authorities) but 
T am afraid I cannot give 
you these reasons, as they 
effect security." 


"But I should say firstly, 
that I gave the security 
authorities all the infor- 
mation in my possession 
immediately after BURGESS's 
disappearance, and secondly 
eee L handed over to the 
security authorities the 
original manuscript upon 
which they were based." 


".. the articles in The 
People were submitted before 
publication for the approval 
of the security censorship, 
operated, I think, by Admiral 
Thompson's department." 


",..I shovld say that I have 
discussed the articles at 
considerable length with 

the security authorities, 
and that I gave them a copy 
of my original manuscript on 
the day on which the first 
article appeared in The 
People." 


tTmhat in the course of our dis- 


cussions I was informed that 
I should regard them as 
coming under the provisions 
of the 0.S.A." 


REES'S STATEMENTS AS 
PRESIDENT OF MAGDALENE 


Comment 


This comment implies that the method was 
officially inspired. This is untrue 


Knowledge of the articles existed, but 
did not come from REES. “Approval” is, 
of course, untrue. 


This again implies official inspiration, 
which is untrue. 


We know of no reasons. 


Only REES could know whether the first 
part of this statement is correct. The 
second part is correct. , 

\ pias p mh ik } 


Untrue. The articles were submitted by 
The People under the D. Notice procedure. 
The fact that an article is returned for 
publication in no way implies either 
approval or the guarantee of the correct-— 
ness of facts. 


True, but the discussion with the Security 
Authorities took place subsequent to the 
publication of the first article and not 
at REES's instigation. 


j 
P= 


True, but these discussions were the 
exploring of certain possible avenues 
opened up by the articles, and the dis- 
cussions as such were indeed covered by 
the 0.S.A., and REES was told at Padding- 
ton Hotel of this fact. The fact that the 
discussions were covered by the 0.S.A. 
does not in any way prevent REES 

referring to the fact that they took place 
or in any way cover the articles themselves 
which are the point at issue. 
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The memorandum and the comments upon REES's 
Statements should I feel be regarded more as material 
for dealing with supplementary questions. 


26 Is not the short answer to Willink something on 
the lines of the following:= 


"The People announced that in the near future 
they were producing a series of articles upon 
BURGESS. There is an understanding between the 
Newspaper Proprietors' Association and the authorities 
that in cases when the former are in doubt as to the 
propriety of publishing certain materiel, they can if 
they wish submit it. The People in due course were 
invited to submit the articles in question, which were 
seen by the{authorities themseives. The fact that 
the articles had been seen in no way meant that the 
authorities either approved of the content of the 
articles or guaranteed their accuracy. 


2e Soon after the disappearance of BURGESS nd 
MACLEAN Mr. REES voluntarily gave a statement to the 
security authorities. He was not seen again by them 
until after the first article in The People appeared, 
and such information es he supplied was then in 
explangtion of the articles already being published. 
The authorship of these articles had been deduced 
from internal evidence, and was not confirmed until 
REES had admitted authorship of the original manuscript 
at the interview after the first article had been 
published in The People." 
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MAGDALENE COLLEGE, 


= iY 
CAMBRIDGE. - 6 NOV i826 © . 


FROM THE MASTER. 
TEL. CAMBRIDGE 4356. 5th November 1956 


Colonel A. Kearn, O.b.H. 


My dear Kearn, 


Forgive me for troubling you on a matter in which I 
think it more than likely that you can help me greatly. 


. 7 You will not be unaware of the five articles which appeared from 
March 11 to April 8 in The People about Burgess. It became known 
pefore the end of March that ‘the facts' had been supplied by Goronwy 
Rees, Principal of the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth. 


There has been a big rumpus in the College. I am Chairman of an 
independent Committee of Enquiry into "the situation". 


In justification of his action Rees has made a number of state- 
ments as to his dealings with ‘Security’. He received a large fee 
from The People of course, but seeks to make the case that the re- 
appearance of B. & M. made it necessary to warn people in this country 
of the damage they could still do. 


Writing to the President of the College Council on May 1 he said:- 


"T+ is my duty, above all others, and incumbent upon me more 
than any other person, to further and protect the interests of the 
College. It is also my duty (as of any other citizen) to do all 

ie I can to protect the interests of the Country. The method by 
"henge this latter was achieved, so far as I could contribute, was 
not of my choosing but I unequivocally support the end which, as I 
have reason to know, fully justified the means. 


T am, on the second aspect of the matter, unable to comment 
further other than to say that that which I did recently was done 
advisedly and with the full knowledge and approval of those persons 

( and Organisations whose duty it is to protect and preserve the 
security of this Country." 


In a considered statement, read to the College Council on June 29 
he said:- 
"Tt was, in my opinion, right and necessary to make this 
information public, and it was my sincere belief that it was my 
’ 
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MAGDALENE COLLEGE, 


CAMBRIDGE. 
FROM THE MASTER. 


TEL. CAMBRIDGE 4356. 


duty to do so, by whatever means I could employ. I cannot give 
you all the reasons which led me to this conclusion, because they 
involve security considerations which I am not permitted to dis- 
close. But in general I can say this. Burgess, who had been my 
friend, was a Soviet agent and in that capacity had done great 
harm both to the security of this country and to innocent individuals. 
|lt_ took me a very long time to be convinced that he was a Soviet 
jagent and for five years after his disappearance from this country 
it was possible to have reasonable doubts on this subject. But 
once he re-appeared in Moscow it was no longer possible to have 
Such doubts. Also it became clear then that he was still capablé 
of causing further damage and harm, and it seemed to me that it was 
my duty to prevent him from doing so, so far as I could, by giving 
as emphatic a warning as possible of the damage that he might still 
do; and tI believe now that the warning was an effective one. 


It may be asked why I did not give this warning through the most 
natural channels, that is, the security authorities. There were 
particular reasons why I could not do so, but I am afraid I cannot 
give you these reasons, as they effect security. But I should say 
firstly, that I gave the security authorities all the information 
in my possession immediately after Burgess's disappearance, and 
Secondly that when the articles appeared I handed over to the 
security authorities the original manuscript on which they were 
based," 


The Committee had its first meeting on October 17 and on October 2h 
following letter was sent to Rees:-= 


"There is one aspect of the matters before the Committee on which, 
in the interest of expedition, some progress might be made before 
the sessions of 2nd-3rd November, and on which I am desired to 
ask for your help. 


In your letter of ist May to the President, you observed: "That 
which I did recently was doneseee with the full knowledge and 
approval of those persons and Organisations whose duty it is to pro- 
tect and preserve the security of this country." You added that, 
presumably on grounds of security, you could not "further particu- 
larise upon this aspect of the matter," 


In your "second statement to the Council," on 29th June, you 
stated that your conclusions that you had a duty to make public the 
information contained in the articles was based on reasons some of 
which “involve security considerations which I am not permitted to 
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MAGDALENE COLLEGE, 


CAMBRIDGE. 


FROM THE MASTER. 


TEL. CAMBRIDGE 4356. 


disclose". Turning to the question why you did not give a warning 
(about the damage that Burgess still might do) through "the 
security authorities" themselves, you said: "There were particular 
reasons why I could not do so, but I am afraid I cannot give you 
these reasons, as they affect security." 


As the Committee are charged with the duty of eliciting the 
facts of the situation, they wish - so far as may prove practicable - 
to obtain from the competent quarter the information which you your- 
self did not feel at liberty to divulge, and also to procure at 
first hand confirmation of your assessment of the attitude of the 
security authorities. 


They would therefore be grateful if you would let me have con- 
fidentially the means of identifying the persons or organisations 
concerned with security with whom you have been in contact in these 
connexions, including those who have approved certain of your actions 
and those who have forbidden you to make certain disclosures. If 
you should be unwilling to particularise precisely, even in con- 
fidence to the Committee, they hope that you will at least say 
whether those persons or organisations came within the sphere of 
the Foreign Office, the War Office, the Metropolitan Police, or 
what other authority; since the Committee can then, on their own 
responsibility, approach the head of the Department of State con- 
cerned and seek his assistance in identifying the particular officer 
or division and in conveying to them in confidence, so far as he 
may think proper, the information in question." 


Rees replied on October 28:- 


"Thank you for your letter of October 2ith, with regard to my 
letter to the President and to my statement to the Council of 
June 29th. 


The words you quote from my letter to the President referred 
particularly to the fact that the articles in The People were sub-— 
mitted before publication for the approval of the security censor-—- 
ship, operated, I think, by Admiral Thompson's department. 


a). With regard to my statement to the Council, I should say, 
that I have discussed the articles at considerable length with the 
security authorities, and that I gave them a copy of my original 
manuscript on the day on which the first article appeared in 
The People. 

b). That in the course of our discussions I was informed that 
I should regard them as coming under the provisions of the 
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MAGDALENE COLLEGE, 


CAMBRIDGE. 
FROM THE MASTER. 


TEL. CAMBRIDGE 4356. 


~\ 
if ee0ev fev Aer 


Official Secrets.AedJ. 


Under the circumstances, I feel that I am not at liberty to 
reveal the organizations concerned. I should, however, be glad to 
discuss the matter with the Committee. 


IT am sure I need not say that I give you this information in 
the greatest confidence. I have not sent copies of my letter to 
the Committee but I should be grateful if you would pring it to 
their attention." 


The Committee feel bound to investigate Rees' statements so far as 
possible, and on Saturday I informed my two colleagues that I had a 
possible avenue. Your name was of course not mentioned, nor would it 


be if you can help me. They encouraged me to make such enquiry as ZL 
could. 


The Committee's programme is as follows:- Our next sitting is in 
London at noon on Wednesday, November 14: during that day we hope to go 
with Rees into everything connected with the material submitted to The 
People - motive included. The next sitting is to be on December 14 and 
45 at Aberystwyth where we have to receive evidence on "the situation" 
from a large number of the University College staff. We hope that in 
these meetings we shall finish the evidence and be able to prepare our 
report over Christmas and in early January 


You will see how immensely convenient it would be if we could have 
such facts as can be given us before November 1. 
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‘GUY BURGESS 
PROBE IN 
~ COLLEGE 


HUSH - HUSH inquiry 
a wer troubles which have , 
split the University College 
of Wales, at Aberystwyth, 
was opened in London yes- 
terday. 

No one would say where the 
inquiry was being held. Every- 
body concerned had been put 

- under a pledge of secrecy to the 
President of the University, Sir 
» David Hughes Parry. 

The object of the inquiry was 
dismissed in the, one word: 
“ Differences.” 

But the root of the trouble 
lies in a disclosure to the Sun- 
day paper The People, by the 
University College’s Principal, 
Mr. Goronwy Rees, of details of 
the private life of Guy Burgess, 
once a friend of. his. 

Of Burgess’. peccadilloes, 
brawls, parties . “and how 4 
favourite dish of his was bacon, 

| kippers and porridge all cooked 
together in a grey mass in an 
iron saucepan.” 

There have followed: a secret 
ballot by the College’s council 
on the Principal’s action, unani- 
mous votes of confidence in him 
by the students, and attacks. 
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Part 1. 
Section and Officer of origin D, Very 6082 of 12 2396 


Cores anes ‘ oe banat: wen OOO G CO e ToAr yt ar 


Action copy to, PF. 604, 583 ch Information copy to 


REPORT 


Goronwy REES 


According to Source, REES was paid £6,000 for the 
series of articles in the "Peéple", Rerpre approached the 
Editor of the "People" and gave him the book as originally 
written. After the editorial starr had re-written them in 
the style in which they ultimately appeared, the Editor of 
the "Peoplett spoke to REES and asked him if he really 
wanted the articles published. The Editor would be 
prepared not to publish them and to publish instead a long 
series of articles by REES on Welsh matters (paying of 
course the same price). REES said he had neither the 
time nor the inclination to write articles on Wales, and 
that being the case the Editor published. 


After the appearance of the first article, RERES 
telephoned or wrot e Editor Saying that he wanted 
certain alterations made to the othe: articles, According 
to source, the Editor replied that REES had had his chance 
before the articles were published, ag originally written 
by the editorial staff, 


. tense 
Part II. ComMENts py § 


ECTION OF ORIGIN 


Source is well placed to obtain this 


/REFER To APPROPR), 
| = 
[ OFFICER BEFORE 1: 


ge 


i cr ehtteeee«< 


Part III. CoMMENTS By ConsumER Srotion 


(Value, interest, probability, extent to which confirmed by other sources, etc.) 
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NOTE FOR FILE pet | 


Cys b 


a 


Attached is a letter which I received from 
Goronwy REFS, as a result of which after consultation, 
I spoke to Mrs. REES on the 14th August. She then 
told me that REES was very doubtful about making the 
trip to Prague, but was anxious to know whether 1 
would help him to assess the risk that he might find 
in undertaking such a trip. I told Mrs. REES that it 
was Quite impossible for me to assess his risk. She 
asked me whether I would go to Prague and I told her 
that I would not for two reasons - (1) It would be 
contrary to my Office instructions to embark upon such 
a journey and (2) I regarded it as a somewhat perilous 
undertaking. 


Mrs. RFES thought that it was very unlikely 
thet Goronwy would carry out this oroject but said that 
at some time or other he honed to be in London and would 
undoubtedly communicete with me. 


Affairs at the University seem to have settled 
down end he seems to be in no immediate denger of 
dismissal. 


D 


f 
} a0 A. LL a) | : 


j 


Submitted for record purposes~. 
wer. | 


f, 
J 
A 
if \ J ge 
7 ‘ Jf j 
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CY ( { \ - 

serial 221a, a 
Extract from Note in PF, 601,582 dated 17.8,56{ mentioning Goronwy REES, 
Sa OR cht aR MN A a a 


Wor tows 
acne 

Listen ke 6* 

Gis BR 


5. On the subject of RUES, BURGESS Said that POLLOCK thought that REES 
was off his head, We, BURGESS himself, could not make up his mind but asked | 
BLUNT’ s advice as to whether he, BLUNT, thought that he, BURGESS, should 
reveal the "Big Thing" which would finish REFS, 

wa 
6. f ae BLUNT what was the "Big Thing”. He replied that he had not 
the faintest idea, I told him that in other correspondence which had been 
shown to us, i.e, that from POLLOOX, there had been mention of BURGESS being 
able to ruin RES if he wanted to and might not the two be connected, BLUNT 
said that BURGESS coula no doubt reveal details of REES's private life which 
would be extremely defamatory, I gathered from BLUNT that RSES had in his 
time slept with most of thé leading female novelists in this country from 
Plizabeth Bowen to Nosamund Lehnamn, (SLUNT added that in fact Elizabeth 
Rowen had written a novel about REES called “The Death of The Heart". I 
think he meant "To the North", in which ‘Mark’ has been said to be a portrait 
of RESS, ) He felt, however, that BURGESS could not be referring to this as 
no publication in this country wou]d publish anything on those lines owing to 
the laws of libel. 


7e -~—s-s The «subject of REES having been raised, I said that I was still 
puzzled over the discrepancy between BLUNT'S and REES's testimony on two 
matters, BLUNT thought that I was referring to the conversation in the park 
but I said that this micht well have been a genuine misunderstanding and I was 
referring to two other discrepancies, the outstanding one being REES'Ss state- 
ment that BLUNT had tried to @issuade him, REES, from coming to see Captain 
Liddell, There was a complete conflict there and as far as I could see either 
BLINT was a liar or FEES was, JI said that, thinking with my heart rather than 
my head, I preferred to believe that the liar was NEES. BLUNT then said, 
after a short pause, that there was a third possibility. He remembered that 
some two or three weeks after the publication of the news of the disappearance 
of BURGESS and MACLEAN he had been told of a conversation at a dinner party at 
which were present John Strachey and other persons who had at one time been 
Communi. sts, At it the question of who would go next was mooted and his name 
was put next on the list, This had got to his ears (possibly J think from 
Victor ROTHSCHILD) and also to the ears of REBS and the latter had said that 

he felt there must be a plot against BLUNT and that BLUNT should take the 
strongest possible action, BLUNT said that at that time he was practically at 
the end of his iether and his own inclination was to let the whole thing slide. 


le Gid say, however, that he mentioned the matter to Captain Liddell, He 
thought that it was possible that REES had muddled up this conversation with 
the conversation at Sonning before their first interview with Captain Liddell 
and thus produced the resuit as known to us from REES's statement, 


8. BLUNT had heard from friends (unspecified) the story put about by 
REES that BLUNT had tried to dissuade him from coming to see the Seuomrity 
Service after BUPRGFSS's flicht, He was wondering whether these statements in 
conjunction with the articles in "the People" would rive him a case against 
REES for libel or slander, I said that I was not qualified to given an 
Opinion and BLUNT said that in any case he would not bring an action and 
anyway he would get no damages as he understood that the fee paid for the 
articles had been swallowed up by RSES' overdraft, 


%e He could throw no light upon the second discrepancy, i.e, the 
statement that he and BURGESS used occasionally to co to the Fast End to eat 
Chinese food and thought that this was a genuine lapse of memory by REES and 
anyway not important, (I must confess I am inclined to agsfee, especially 
having regara to the facts mown to me that BLUNT is allergic to Chinese food.) /, 
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8. Form 338 


NAME: REES 


Tel. No.: Aberystwyth 7083 


Responsible Seotion: D.1.a. 


AME >. 

Cw ay 
“S 

a4 


16 AUG iss¢ 


Incoming call to GORONWY from OWEN (HUGHES) to change their rendez- 
vous tomorrow. GORONWY said he was sorry but some friends had come 
to. stay and so he could not come. Jenny could not come to the dance 
on Friday either. 


09.49. 


Incoming call to Mrs. REES from SKARDON in reply to a letter he had 
received from GORONWY. He had said he would be in London this week. 
Mrs. REES told him that GORONWY had had to cancel it at the last 
minute - he could not get a visa before 6th September. In any 
case, he had not wanted to go (to Czechoslovakia) without asking 
SKARDON's opinion on the matter. (SKARDON's next few sentences 
were inaudible; in fact, most of his side of the conversation was 
throughout the call. MARGY had difficulty in hearing him also.) 
Mrs. REES asked if he would go if it was his decision. SKARDON 
repled, no, he would not go at all and, in fact, he would be forbidden 
to go. Mrs. REES said that was what GORONWY wanted to know -— he 
did not want to do anything silly. He had a large family to support 
and they were offering him a large sum of money to go. SKARDON 
could not assess what risk he would be taking if he went. Mrs REES 
thought GORONWY should call it off; she was not keen on the idea 
anyway. She did not know why - it was just because they had 
5 children. SKARDON remarked that that was a very good reason. 
Mrs. REES thought it silly even to take a one per cent risk under 
those circumstances. SKARDON asked how things were. He had gathered 
from GORONWY's letter that they were settling down. Mrs. REES said 
it had developed into a sort of age old Welsh war but she thought all 
was well now. The matter of the articles really just gave an excuse 
for an attack. GORONWY was rather modern in his views about some 
things. She thanked SKARDON for telephoning - it was very kind 
of him. She asked if he wanted to see GORONWY. SKARDON said 
not really but if he was going to be in town, he might just get into 
touch with him. Mrs. REES thought he might come up during the next 
fortnight - she would ask him to write saying when and where he 
could be reached. 

L126. 


LINE SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY. 
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SECRET 


PF, 604.,583/D1A4/DHW 


1h August, 1956, 


Dear Harlow, 


Reference our telephone conversation 
of 13 August, I should be grateful if you 
could suspend the operation of H,0,W, No, 
12058 on Goronwy REES. It was operating 
on the following addresses;~ 


Plas Penglais, 
Aberystwyth, 
Cardiganshire, 


and c/o The University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, 


I am retaining the H,0,W. 


Yours sincerely, 


"PCRS 
oie 


DH, Whyte, 


GA, Harlow, Es 
G,P, 0, 


a 


/ PMD 
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SECRET | 


Box 500, r 
Parliament Street B.O.., 
London, S.W.1. 


Major A. H. DENMAN, M.B.E., 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEPT., (through A.2.A.) 


G.P.O. 


“ Suspend 


Please TC: No: ‘+ BOSS, ee) he et ee Pe ee 
htesrmmpose 


| m " 


indefinitely from... 4), $, 56,-------- WO. deg tonic cam eeu vee: oli 
| (if known) 
becuuiinediby. (H.0.W. being retained) 
Date....43, &.. 56, eas aus Cowen Section.. J. 4. A...--- Signature....:...... Aw. ALE EET ee eet im 
< «tile Wayte, 
Copy to A.2.A. , 
Copy to file No. :.... Pitg GOL, 535, De orcs Met earnass geomet 


-. (* Delete as necessary) 
(Use this Form for both carbon copies). 


S. Form 306 (rev. 10.52). 
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Ppl 


A Sonks College, 
A Oxford. 


VLAS PCENGLAIS 
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oe Qasr » 


Spo enw, Can, ‘ 
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D, Mr .d. C. Robertson). 


As spoken. I feel that I 
ought to speak on the telephone to 
Rees and then merely say that I simply 
cannot assess the risk he may face in 
travelling to and staying in Prague. 


(signed) W.J. Skardon. 


I agree. 


I have mentioned this to L.A. 


(signed) J.C.Robertson. 


D. 
15, S256: 
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Plas Penglais, 
Aberystwyth, 


fel: 7083. 
po NB Bs 


Dear Mr.Skarden, 


I am sorry to trouble you but I have been 
asked by three periodicals jointly (Encounter, 
Der Monat, Puevves (?),) to go to Czechoslovakia 
for them to write an article on the present 
Situation there. I am intending to go on 
Thursday of next week; but I wonder if I may 
ask your personal opinion whether there would 
be any risk involved in my going. I am intend- 
ing to be there, chiefly in Prague, for two 
weeks. 


In any case, I thought you might like to 
know I was going, in case anyone might possibly 
think another disappearance was on hand! 


You were quite right that I should run into 
trouble; only I didn't realise quite how much. 
When Communists and Nonconformists combine forces, 
there is practically no limit to what they can do. 


I shall be in London from Monday to Thursday 
of next week. 


Yours ever, 


(signed) Goronwy Rees. 


Received 10.8.56. 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


c 


Dste.<k... ¢ 


ios | ede 


| WELSH, COLLEGE 
INQUIRY 


RIFT AMONG COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


ABERYSTWYTH, Jury 27 


At the request of thé\Principal, Mr. 
Goronwy Rees,'the council of the Uni- 
versity College of Wales, Aberystwyth, 
have approvedhe appointment of an 
independent committee of inquiry to 
consider the situation in the college and 
such matters assmay be raised by the 
President, Si Hughes Parry, and, 
the Principal. 

A brief statement to this effect was issued | 
to-day after ce council had met in | 
private for near urs hours,. 

The meeting was specially convened by 
the president following an obvious rift | 
among the council members and resigna- | 
tions received from two members, Sir Ifan 
ab Owen Edwards ard the college treasurer, 
Mr. J. Alban Davies. There are uncon- 
firmed reports of other resignations. 

The resignations followed a meeting of 
the council some weeks ago, when it was 
officially reported that “‘a frank exchange 
of views” had taken place on the question 
of newspaper articles on the life of Burgess 
and Maclean, the Foreign Office diplomats 
who went to Russia, information for which 
was supplied by the college principal, who 
was at one time an acquaintance of Burgess. 
The council had then decided that no 
action was necessary and declared that the 
matter was closed. 


SECRET BALLOT 


At that meeting a proposal to set up a | 
committee of inquiry was rejected by a 
majority vote inva secret ballot, and it is | 
believed that the resignations have eman- | 
ated from the faet- that a special committee 
was not set up. 

Some weeks before that meeting a mass 
meeting of students decided by an over- 
whelming majotity that they were in sup- 
port of the priemenlend viewed with alarm 
any action that might be taken to seek his 
resignation. 5 

Asked after to-day’s meeting who would 
set up the independent committee and when, 
the president said: * Napali are sealed” 
and that all the me of the council 
had pledged themselves to secrecy as to 
what had taken place at the meeting. 
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APPEAL TO STOP 
“RESIGNATIONS 
* 


+ ee 


‘WW MOVE IN WELSH 
COLLEGE DISPUTE 
ROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CARDIFF, Jury 24 

embers of the council 
of the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, seriously to reconsider 
their reported decision to resign was 
| made in a public statement by Mr, T. 
Mervyn Jones, a member appointed by 


| Cambridge University in 1949, here 
to-day. 


An appeal 


Nearly a month ago the council decided | 


not to institute an inquiry into the action 


| of the principal of the college, Mr. Goronwy > 


Rees, in publishing, in a Sunday newspaper, 


articles ge Guy Burgess, the former» 


diplomatist. Last week Professor Sir David 


Hughes Parry, Q.C., president of the coun- | 


cil, said a further meeting of the council 


had been convened for F iday next so that 


| resignations could be reported and to con- 


sider consequential action 


| In his statement Mr. Mervyn Jones said: 
I make it with very great regret, for so 


far I have honoured the request of our — 


president, made to us all, in the interest of 


the college, to refrain from making Press 


. statements. 


~ Nevertheless, such statements have been 
made by the treasurer and Sir Ifan Edwards, 
to announce their protest resignations, and 
last week by the president himself, to 
announce other undisclosed resignations 
summon a special council meeting. 
liebe quite impossible to conduct 

€ this council or any other 
after the usual proper pro- 
ygal, discussion, and vote, 

© with the result of that 


N . 


n to resign and to with- 
from the college. Why, 
s been made, as it was 

we be called together 
-of our number are 
» Obviously we can- 
fer that decision. _ It 

wroper and certainly 


aa 


the affat . } 


again because @ 
threatening to resis 
not be asked 
would be highly u 
out of order. Pé ie 
“The result of the $eeret ballot was that | 
the majority supported the view that no 
action was required and that the matter 
d-be regarded as closed. | 
implore those of my colleagues who 
may intend to resign seriously to recon- | 
sider their decision.” 


—_———— ee 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


Date 


COLLEGE RIFT 


REPORTER 

( over the 

action of Mr. Goronwy Rees, 46. 

| Principal of Aberystwyth Uni- 
versity College, in supplying 
information for articles on Bur- 
gess and Maclean, has split the 
College Council. Two bitterly 
opposed factions have emerged. 


Details of the split were revealed 
last night. In a statement, Mr. 
T. Mervyn Jones, member of the 
‘Council, referred to members who 
‘were contemplating resignation be- 
cause the Council on June 29 
decided to take no further action. 


Mr. Jones urged them to recon- 
sider their decisions. He said: “1t 
will be impossible to conduct the 
affairs of the council if after a proper 
vote those who disagree are to 
threaten to resign and withdraw | 
| Support from the college.” ; 
|The statement has been issued | 
| three days before what Mr. Jones 
{called a “special, unusual and in- 
convenient ” meeting of the council. | 
He said some officers of the council 
/ and the Principal were not consulted 
| about it. 


MEETING ON FRIDAY 


_ The special meetings of the council 
| and court are to be held on Friday 
‘to consider the resignations of Sir 
Ifan ab Owen Edwards, president of 

the Welsh League of Youth; Mr. 
Jenkin Alban Davies, the college 
treasurer, and two unnamed 
' members. 

Articles on Burgess and Maclean 
/ were published this year in a Sun- 
day newspaper alleging that the two 
were not only Communist agents, 
but sexual perverts, and that one 
of Burgess’s “boon sexual com- 
panions”” was a Mr. X, a Comintern | ; 
agent prominent in British life, 


The articles, as exclusively re- |’ 
vealed in THE Datty TELEGRAPH on]: 
March 29, were based on information 
supplied by Mr. Rees. He has said 
he wanted to expose Burgess as a 
dangerous man,” bis _ 


the motion 
| 6 the’ Council's “no 
, further action ” decision. He assumes 
_those not prepared to accept the 
decision have written to .the presi- 
dent, Sir David Parry, “ Because of 
what they have told him and his own : 
personal support of their minority 
‘views, he is calling this special | 
meeting,” Mr. Jones states. 

No member had submitted evi- 
dence or suggestion of conduct which 
might be considered improper on | 
the part of the Principal. There 
_Was nothing any inquiry could add 
to facts already before the Council. © 
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BEAR BRAND 


SePERFIME 


om * 7 


FULLY “FASHIONED 


THURSDAY JULY 19, 1956. 


St}. Kes Governors called to special meeting 


_.COLLEGE ROW: NEW MOVE 


“e Hint of further 
resignations 


WESTERN MAIL REPORTER 
LATEST step in the controversy centred on the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth, was taken yesterday 
when letters were sent out convening a. special meeting 
of the Council and Court of Governors for Friday of next 
‘eek, 


‘This is a-sequel to the Council’s meeting 
om ap nearly three weeks ago when the members 

decided by a small majority not to institute an 
inquiry into actions by the college principal, Mr. 
Goronwy Rees. After that meeting certain 
_|members of the council resigned, 

Sir David Hughes Parry, 
president of the Council, told 
me yesterday: “The Council 
is being convened so that the 


resignations can be reported 
_jand to consider consequential 
jaction.”’ 

Two prominent members of the 
Council, Mr. Jenkin Alban-Davies, 
treasurer of the college, and Sir 
‘|Ifan ab Owen Edwards, founder- 
president of Urdd Gobaith 
.|Cymru, have - announced their 

resignations. Two other mem- 
bers are understood to have 
| submitted their resignations 
also. Their names will be made 
known at the special meeting. 

Three weeks ago statements 
were made to the Council by Sir 
David and by Mr, Rees concern- 
ing facts supplied by the prin- 
cipal to a Sunday newspaper on 
which articles relating to Guy 


| PRINCIPAL REES in Bangor yesterday. He is leading forward distinguished architect Frank 
| Lloyd Wright to receive an honorary PEETee Other photographs and story of the ceremony on 
age Seven. 


Burgess and Donald Maclean 
were based. 

Mr. Alban-Davies was reported 
to have resigned because he 
“strong!y disapproved the manner 
in which the Council had arrived |, 
at its decision.” 

! The remaining 60 members of 

‘the Council will receive notices 

of the special meeting to-day. 
—_——__—_, 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


DS Chantel, 


Se oat ens laa 


2 QUIT COLLEGE 
COUNCIL 


LNQUIRY DEMAND 
Daily Telegraph Reporter 

_ Two members of the Council! of 
Aberystwyth University College 
have resigned. Their reason is the 
Council's decision not to set up 
a committee of inquiry into ‘he 
if ‘Mr. Goronwy) Rees, the 
Principal, in supplying information 
for a seri@és of Sunday newspaper 

articles on Bi Pgess and Maclea” 
} ign 1° members are Sir 
wen -Eidwards, president ot 
rol elsh League of 
» former member of the 


post also 

Sir Ifan said yesterday: | nave 
resigned with regret because of the 
decision of the College Council not | 
to set up a special committee to in- 
quire into the whole matter,” 


Mr. Alban Davies, whose father's 
gifts to the college total over £80,000, 
Said he disagreed with the manner 
in which the matter had been dealt 
with. .The Council decided against 
& committee of inquiry by a small 
majority, ; é 


“ Lot of Discontent ” 


Sir David Parry, President ot the 
college, said last night that he felt 
unable to comment on the resigna- 
tions. He explained: “I Was in the 
chair at the meeting and I have to 
be judicial, but I am quite certain 
/ there is/ a lot of discontent.” uae 


a 
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De 


FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


-BURGESS-MACLEAN 
i ARTICLES Gs 


University Resignations — 
From our Correspondent 


Two members of the council and of 
the court of governors of University 
College, Aberystwyth, have resigned 
following a discussion by the council of 
newspaper articles on Burgess and 
MacLean, for which the Principal of the | 

. college, Mr Goronwy Rees, supplied : 
information. The two who ‘have 
resigned are Sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards, 
president of the Welsh League of Youth 
and a former lecturer in the education 
department of the college, and Mr 

Jenkin Alban-Davies, a former high 
sheriff of Cardiganshire, who has also! 
resigned as Treasurer of the college. 

The council, after hearing statements 
by the Principal and the President, Sir 
David Hughes Parry, decided that no 
action was necessary. - 

-Among the proposals made at the 
meeting on Friday was one urging that 
a special committee should be set up to 
inquire into the case, but this was 

defeated by a small m,ajority and a 
brief press statement issued afterwards 
said: “The matter is now closed.” 

Sir Ian said yesterday that he had 

- severed his long association with the 

college “ because of the manner in which 
the decision of the council was arrived 

at.” Mr Alban-Davies has given the 
same reason for his resignation. 
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| 
| 
| 


| | 


Goronwy Rees, Esq., 
Plas Penglais, 
Aberystwyth, 
ve Wales, 


PEARN, POLLINGER & HIGHAM, Ltd : 
Tetephone. COVENT GARDEN 9431... Matha Meenas (Serr aly 
Telegrams: HIPOL, LESQUARE sree, Rr b M. 
egret: TONDON 39-40, BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, ““@*"¢¢ Aollenger: | Samaging 
Cables HIPOL, LONDON. LON DON W.C.2 Jean Leroy Gerald Pollinger 
’ Monica Preston. Paul Scott 


end July 1956 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. a 5) 
Da 
Date...<30.2.L..56 


fs Keo 


- ) ARTICLES ON BURGESS 
-AND MACLEAN 


. * : / * 
No Action by College Council 
After a private meeting yesterday of 
the Council of Aberystwyth University 
College, a press statement was issued 
which said that the President of the 
eollege, Sir David Hughes Parry, and 
the Principal, Mr Goronwy Rees, had 
made statements concerning a series of 
Sunday newspaper articles on Burgess 
and Maclean, information fof which 
was supplied by Mr Rees. He was at 
one time a friend of Burgess. The 
| statement continued: “ After a frank 
‘exchange of views, the council has 
‘decided that no action is required. The 
matter is now closed.” | 
Because of rumours that there was 
an undercover movement to seek the 
resignation of the Principal, a meeting 
of students at Aberystwyth last night 
passed by a large majority a resolution 
-supporting Mr Rees and protesting in 
‘strong terms, against any action that 
imight. be taken to obtain his 
‘resignation. | 
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Date.....2 DB db 


fx kee, 


—@ 


NO ACTION OVER | 
PRINCIPAL 


' BURGESS ARTICLES 


Daily Telegraph Reporter 


Mr. Goronwy Rees, principal of 
the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, who. supplied informa- 
tion on which was based a series of 
articles on Burgess and MacLean in 
a Sunday newspaper, made a state- 
ment on the matter at a private 
meeting of the college council at 
Aberystwyth yesterday. 

The president of the college. Sir 
David Hughes Parry, also made a 
statement. Members of the Press, 
‘who were kept isolated in another | 
‘ part of the building, were afterwards | 
| Officially informed that there had 
, been “a frank exchange of views 
‘and that the council had decided 
no action was required.” 

The Press statement, made by the 
college registrar, Mr. Maelgwyn 
Davies, ended: “The matter is now 
closed.” 
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2, CA 
FROM THE PRESS SECTION. ~\ x \ 


STUDENTS’ SUPPORT 
FOR ‘PRINCIPAL 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT | 


oy ABERYSTWYTH, June 20 


Students of Aberystwyth University 
College of Wales, meeting to-day in the 
college hall to discuss the position of their 
principal, Mr. Goronwy. Rees, voted in 
favour of a resolution “that the student 
body of the college would view with 
extreme concern and alarm any action that | 
would result in the dismissal or resignation | 
of the principal.” Later, a statement signed 
by the president of the students’ union, Mr. 
Brian Heath, was issued, which said that 
the resolution was carried by an overwhelm- 
ing majority. There were 400 votes 
approving it and only eight against. 

Some students have feared that Mr. Rees 
might be asked to resign because of articles 
about Guy Burgess, the former diplomatist, 
which were published in a newspaper. Mr. 
Rees has stated that he did not write the 
articles but merely supplied information 


used in them. 
(OQ rr se i A emt 
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b SC 3 (3-5 6 re = we. a os aa 
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ad Having previously discussed the papers at 
serial 26a with the D.G, I saw Sir Frank Newsam 
about them this morning. I said that the Security 
Service agreed with the Lord President's view 
that any suggestion of Ministerial intervention 
in the matter of REES' position in the University 
College of Wales might be most embarrassinge 
If it became public, as it well might, it could 
easily be represented as an attenpt by the 
Government to punish, perhaps to silence, a man 
whose only fault had been to show that there 
were still bad hats and security risks in high 
places. This suggestion could be used to 
reinforce the line adopted by much of the Press 
about the “great cover-up" in the B. and M. case. 
Our advice therefore was that the Lord President 
should be recommended to give Lady Davies 
no information about REES' background or 
reputation. 


NOTE. 


Newsam accepted this view and drafted a 
minute in that sense to the Home Secretary. 


GRe Mitchell. 


D.D.G. 
21 @ Be 56. 


REGIMITE 


(58) 
IC&SLed 
Gp671 /32 
Code 18-76 
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\ : Va Ww 
MM 250 A. K. DENMAN, M.B.E., Box 500, P 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEPT., (through A.2.A.) Parliament Street B.O., 
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(Use this Form for both carbon copies). 


S. Form 306 (rev. 10.52). 
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Home Office. 
Whitehall, ~ 
S.W.1 


20th June, 1956, 
29 JUN 1055 


Dear Hollis, 


Newsam will be in the Office 
between 9.30 and 10.30 tomorrow 
morning, and will be seeing Mitchell 
at 10 o'clock. It occurs to me that 
if it were possible to deal with the 
attached letter in time Mitchell 
might perhaps let Newsam have your 
views at their meeting. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ke H. Hollis, Esq., C.B. 
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Home Office, 
Whiteball, $.W.1. 


20th June, 1956. 


2 9 JUN 1066 
SECRET. 


Dear Hollis, 


Sir Frank Newsam, who has just left London, has 
asked me to send you the enclosed papers on which he 
had correspondence with White about Goronwy Rees, 
together with the letter of 19th June to the Home 
secretary from Lord Salisbury. 


Sir Frank will be grateful for your observations 
on the reply which the Home Secretary might send to 
Lord Salisbury, particularly with regard to the question 
which Lady Davies asks in the last paragraph but one 
of her letter. 


You Will see that Lord Salisbury asks for a very 
early reply, and Sir Frank would like to submit a 
draft to the Home Secretary tomorrow. 


Yours sincerely, 


uz 


Rk. H. Hollis, Esq., C.B. 
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Sir F.Newsam. 


Could you please advise 
S. of S. how he should reply 
to the Lord President on this? 


R.R.P(ittam). 
19.6456. 
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COPY. 


CONFIDENTIAL, Privy Council Office, 
Whitehall, S.W. 
19th June 1956. 


My dear Gwilym, 

I have been rather embarrassed by receiving the 
enclosed copy letter from Lady Davies about the Principal 
of the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, Mr. 
Goronwy Rees. 

Lady Davies is one of the three persons appointed 
by the Lord President to the Court and Council of the 
College - the others are Sir H. Idris Bell and Mr. Iwan 
Morgan, and the present appointment of all three runs 
till September 1958, I do not, however, regard them in 
any Sense as my representatives. or delegates, and that 
is what makes Lady Davies' request rather embarrassing, 

Furthermore, I should have thought that any suggestion 
that Ministers had intervened in this matter, however 
Slight the intervention, might be construed as a further 
attempt to hush up a very awkward episode, I am confirmed 
in the view that it is very necessary to walk delicately 
in this affair by the attached extract from this morning's 
"Daily Express", 

In the circumstances, I would be most grateful for 
your advice, both on the security aspect, and from the 
Welsh point of view also. Do you think there is anything 
that can be usefully said to Lady Davies? (I think the 


case demands a fairly quick answer, and I would be grateful 


if you would be good enough to treat it on that basis). 


Yours ever, 
(Sgd) Salisbury. 


Major the Rt.Hon.Gwilym Lloyd-George, M.P. 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


Llwynderw, Liandinam, 
Montgomeryshire, 
Caersws 260, 


16th June 1956, 


Dear Lord Salisbury, 


I hope you will forgive my writing to you personally. 
I am one of your nominees on the Council of the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth. There is a problem 
concerning the Principal, Mr.Goronwy Rees, on which Tf 
would be very grateful for your advice and guidance, 


In April last articles appeared in the Liverpool 
Post and the Western Mail, one of which I enclose. It 
has also appeared in the Press that the Principal has 
Said he will not resign. 


There was some opposition to this appointment three 
years ago, apparently from the Welsh Nationalist angle. 
It was also said that Mr.Rees! scholarship was of 
insufficiently high standing, He was appointed py a 
majority vote, mainly on the recommendation of a 
Committee, as I don't think many people knew much of 
Mr.Rees since his early days. 


The Committee consisted of the President, Dr.Thomas 
Jones, C.H., a Vice-President, Sir George Fossett Roberts, 
and the then Treasurer, Mr.Ivor Evans. The President 
and Vice-President have Since died, 


An ordinary meeting of the Council is called for 
June 29th when presumably this matter of confidence or 
otherwise in the Principal, will be discussed, I would 
be very grateful if you would let me know what the 
Principal's reputation has really been in the past. 
I would not withhold that information from the Council, 
but would of course treat the information as. confidential 
at all other times, 


I regret having to bother you on this matter, but 
know of no other Source from which to get such information, 
which I consider as essential in considering a matter of 
this sort. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd) Eldarydd Davies, 
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COPY. | cin Aa From 
Private and Vonfidential. THE VICE CHANCELLOR, 
THE UNIVERSITY, 
READING. 
19th April 1956. 


My dear Newsam, 


Thank you very much for your letter of yesterday 
and for letting me see a copy of your final letter to Rees. 
It seems to me that this is much the best solution, for the 
reasons which I mentioned in my first letter to you and in 
our subsequent conversation; and I am glad that he has made 
this move. 


At the next meeting of the Committee I will simply 
say that he has resigned, and I will certainly honour your 
assurances to him that no reasons will be given - unless, 
of course, it should by then have happened that the Home 
Secretary has had to give reasons in Parliament. 


T am very sorry that there has been this awkward 
and embarrassing little problem. It may be that we have 
not yet heard the end of it. But I am most grateful to you 
for what you have done, and, if it is not impertinent of me 
to say so, to the Home Secretary as well. 


Yours sincerely, 


J 2 PF ” WO L FENDEN a 


Sir Frank Newsam, K.C.B., K.B.Ee, 
Home Office. 
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HOME OFFICE, 
WHITEHALL. 


148th April 1956. 


Dear Mr. Goronwy Rees, 


T have laid before the Home Secretary your 
letter of the 12thinstant. 


The Home Secretary directs me to say that he 
accepts your letter as a formal notice of resignation 
from the Departmental Committee on Homosexual Offences 
and Prostitution. He has also decided, in view of the 
special request made in your letter, that, for the present 
at least, no public announcement of your resignation 
will be made by the Home Office. You will of course 
appreciate that your resignation may have to be 
announced should be question be raised with the 
Home Secretary in Parliament or elsewhere. 


I have therefore written to the Chairman 
of the Committee to inform him of your resignation 
and have asked him, in conveying this to the other 
members of the Committee, to say that no public announce- 
ment is being made of your resignation and to give no 
reasons for it. 


Yours sincerely, 


(signed) F.A. NEWSAM. 


Goronwy Rees Esq. 
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HOME OFFICE, 
WHITEHALL. 
18th April 1956. 


My dear Wolfenden, 


I promised to write to you as soon as I could 
about Goronwy Rees' position on the Departmental Committee 
on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution, 


At the direction of the Home Secretary I 
wrote to Rees to ask if there were any foundation for the 
accounts in the Press that he was responsible for the 
articles about Burgess, and to point out the embarrassment 
which would be caused if in fact he was responsible for the 
articles and nevertheless signed the report which in due 
course will be submitted to the Home Secretary by the 
Committee. Rees has replied that he realises the 
embarrassment which might be caused and he assumes that 
the Home Secretary would wish him to retire from the 
Committee; he has asked that no public announcement 
of his resignation should be made or at least that any 
announcement should be postponed as long as possible. He 
makes this plea on account of the difficulties which will be 
caused to his College rather than to him if an announcement 
were made at present. 


I have written to Rees today and I enclose a copy 
of my letter to him for your information. 


Yours sincerd y, 


(signed) F.A. NEWSAM, 


JeF. Wolfenden Esq., C.B.E. 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4606 


PLAS PENGLAIS 
ABERYSTWYTH. 


TEL. 7083 


4 Ae EUV a 56. 
Dear Sir Frank, 


Thank you for your letter of April 10th. I am 
not the author of the articles to which you refer, but I 
an responsible for the material on which they were based. 


I fully realize the embarrassment which this 
may cause the Home Secretary, and I assume therefore that 
he would wish me to retire from the Committee. T should 
do this with great regret, as I have been greatly interested 
in the proceedings, and believe that its report will be 
A very valuable one. 


I. should be grateful however if a public 
announcement of my resignation could be avoided, or, if this 
is not possible, if it could be postponed until as late a 
date as possible. I say this because of the great 
difficulties which would be caused to my College, rather 
than to myself, if such an announcement were to be made 
at the present moment. 


I should be grateful also if you would convey 
to the Home Secretary my most sincere apologies for 
embarrassing him in this way. 


Yours sincerely, 


(signed) Goronwy REES. 


S<6 of Sy 


I think we should treat this letter as 
Mr. Rees resignation. There is no need 
for us to make it public! 
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HOME OFFICE 
WHITEHALL. 


40th April 1956. 


The attention of the Home Secretary has been called 
to an article by Peterborough in the ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
of the 29th March in which it is alleged that you are 
the author of a series of articles published in the 
"People" which included statements to the effect that 
the writer of the articles was one of Burgess’ closest 
friends and was fully aware of Burgess’ sexual 
irregularities. The Secretary of State also observes 
that in an article published in the "Western Mail" on 
the 31st Mareh you are reported to have admitted that 
"the articles were based on facts supplied by me". 


The Home Secretary would be glad if you would be 
good enough to inform him what if any foundation there 


is for these accounts. He feels sure that you will 
realise what embarrassment would be caused if in fact 
you are responsible for the articles published in the 
"People" and you nevertheless signed a Report which 
in due course*the Departmental Committee on Homosexual 
Offences and Prostitution will be submitting to him. 


(signed) F.A. NEWSAM. 


Goronwy Rees Esq. 
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DAILY EXPRESS. 
19th June 1956. 


| ‘I WON'T 
| RESIGN’- 
COLLEGE 

— CHIEF 


HE nine chiefs of 1,200 
university students met 

in secret yesterday, then 
posted up a notice saying 
dent body would 


They believe 
principal; 46-year 
Rees, will be asked 
‘pecause he wrote newspaper 
‘articles about his friendship with 
runaway diplomat Guy Burgess. 


The college president, Sir 
: ed 62 


when the collexe 
i meets in a fortnight. , 


_ Ku-Klux-Klan | 

“We have good reason to 
believe there are people, among 
them members of the staff—we 
call them the Ku-Klux-Klan— 
who want to get him out,” said a 
student yesterday. 
_ “We know they have already 
begun their dirty work under 
cover. sae 


Last night Mr. Rees said :! 
“The students like me. Ll’ get. 
along with them fine. They're 
a grand bunch. I will not 
resign.” 


rag two-thirds a 
e 39-man college council to 
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- Students | 
back friend 


of Burgess 


COLLEGE principal who 
wrote newspaper articles 
about his long friendship 
with Guy Burgess — the 
runaway diplomat—is to be 
asked to resign, his students 


believe. 

They are starting a campaign to 
defend the principal—46-year-old 
Goronwy Rees, of University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

A spokesman of the 1,200-strong 
Students’ Union said yesterday : 
“Tomorrow our executive is 
meeting to discuss what action to 
take if he is asked to resign.” 

Everything will come to a head 
in a fortnight, when Sir David). 
Hughes Parry, 62-vear-old presi- 
dent of the college, make a 
statement on the principal's 
position at a meeting of the 
college council. 

Student leaders believe that 
Principal Rees—father of five; 
author of three novels—will be 
asked to resign his £60-a-week 
post after the council meeting. 

The articles about Burgess 
appeared last spring. Principal 
Rees said he wrote them to expose 
Burgess “as the dangerous man 
he is.” ue 2a ; 
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT) 
RE TAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 
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